i G T
it it g e&@.n_.wnllgw._ﬂ iR
e

’ - .ﬁiﬂﬁvgu ad
- J_.-._...x‘ i v g R




Youth¥y

August VOL. IV, NO. 7
Contents: Circulation: 142,000
The Key to Human Survival 1
L ook for the Clues 2
A Teenager Is Challenged — Does God Exist? 3
Behind the Bright Lights . . . 5
News That Affects You 7
Getting to Know the Stranger in Your Family 10
Friendships Are Not Forever 11
How Much Is Your Life Worth? 13
Building a Golden Bridge of Friendship 14
What's It Like to Be a Teen in Guyana? 16
Shopper’s Guide to Back-to-School Clothes 18
ldeas Plus 20
Teen Bible Study: Here’s How to Talk to God 23
Dear Youth 84 25
Reader By-Line: Adopting a Parent 26
By the Way . . . “I Don't Like the Way | Look™ 28

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: Herbert W. Armstrong
MANAGING EDITOR: Dexter H. Faulkner

ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Mike Bennett
GRAPHICS: Michael Hale
EDITORIAL AND GRAPHICS STAFF:. Matthew Faulkner, Nathan Faulkner,
Robert C. Taylor, Lowell Wagner Jr., Eileen Wendling
CONTRIBUTORS: You the reader

Published by the Worldwide Church of God
FPUBLISHER: Herbert W. Armstrong
TREASURER: L. Leroy Neff
PRODUCTION DIRECTOR: Roger G. Lippross
CIRCULATION MANAGER: Boyd L. Leeson

Youth 84 is published monthly (except combined June-July and October-November issues) by
the Worldwide Church of God, 300 W. Green St., Pasadena, Calif., 91123. Sent free upon
request. Copyright © 1984 Worldwide Church of God. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Entered as second-class mail at the Manila Central Post Office on Feb. 10, 1984. The publishers
assume no responsibility for return of unsolicited artwork, photographs or manuscripts.

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE YOUTH 84 ADDRESS NEAREST YOU.

United States: 300 W. Green St., Pasadena, Calif., 91123, For literature requests you may
call tol-free 1-800-423-4444: in Alaska and Hawai call 818-304-6111 collect.

Canada: P O. Box 44, Station A, Vancouver, B.C. V6C 2M2. For literature requests you may
call toll-free 1-800-663-1242

Mexico: Institucion Ambassador, Apartado Postal 5-595, 06500, Mexico D.F,

Colombia’ Apartado Aereo 11430, Bogota 1, D.E

United Kingdom, rest of Europe and the Middle East: P.O. Box 111, Borehamwood,
Herts., WDt 1LU England

Zimbabwe: P.O. Box U A 30 Union Ave., Harare

South Africa: PO Box 1060, Johannesburg, Republic of South Africa 2000

Ghana: P.O. Box 9617, Kotoka Int. Airport, Accra

Kenya and the rest of East and Central Africa: P.O. Box 47135, Nairobi, Kenya

Mauritius and other Indian Ocean isles: P.O. Box 888, Port Louis, Mauritius

Nigena. PM.B. 21006 1006, keja, Lagos State, Nigeria

Atsiralia Inaia, Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia: G.P.O. Box 345, Sydney, NoW 2001, Australia

New Zealand and Facific Isles: P.O. Box 2709, Auckland 1, New Zealand

The Phiippines: P.O Box 1111, Makati, Metro Manila, Philippines

Caribbean P.O. Box 6063, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00936

Switzerland: Case Postale 10, 91 rue de la Servette, CH-1211, Geneva 7

Scandinavia: Box 2513 Solli, Oslo 2, Norway

Be sure to notify us immediately of any change in your address. Please include your old mailing label and your
new address. U.S, POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Youth 84, Box 111, Pasadena, Calif, 91123

COVER: The streets of Hollywood. The bright lights lure thousands of young people to the big
cities where they are easy prey for smooth-talking strangers with money and promises. Theirs is
a sickening and sometimes deadly trap. Read ''Behind the Bright Lights . . ."" starting on page 5.
Photo by Hal Finch.

Letters

Missing dimension

I have really enjoyed reading the
articles by Herbert W. Armstrong about
“Love, Marriage and Sex.” 1 hope he
continues to write [about these sub-
jects].

I would very much appreciate it if you
would send me a copy, which |
understand is free, of the book, The
Missing Dimension in Sex. Thank you.

Lorrie Tomlinson
Fleetwood, North Carolina

Missing quotation marks?

Generally, your magazine has been so
well-edited I've had no suggestions. I've
found it excellent. In fact, I've had a
hundred or more students subscribe
through my class!

However, in the April issue, page 18,
you used the phrase “It’s the Write
Time” as a [headline] in “News &
Reviews.”” I'm afraid many students
wouldn’t realize the pun! (Consequently,
they later make foolish mistakes in
writing.) Why not use quotation marks,
“write,” to clarify?

Judy Grebe
Mount Vernon, Indiana

Thanks for your interest. We try to
avoid the use of too many apologetic
quotes — we hope the pun was
understandable to most readers.

Defusing the dynamite

Thank you very, very much for the
article in your May issue entitled,
“Sexual Lust: Defusing the Dynamite.”
For many years | have indulged myself in
pornography and sexual sin, and [ was in
utter despair. After I read that article, 1
knew [ could no longer travel down that
perverted road of sexual sin. Your article
had opened my eyes to God’s truth. I
know now I can overcome this with God’s
help.

Name Withheld
Michigan

Understanding parents

I have found all the articles in Youth
84 very helpful and it has answered many
of my doubts about dating. And the
article “Do Your Parents Understand
You?” [April] has helped me a great
deal. My parents have been divorced for
almost five years now. My father always
took everything I did in the wrong way.
Now that 1 have read your article I can
deal with my father in a more under-
standing way.

Chrystal J. Daniel
Garrisonville, Virginia



The KEY

-~ to Human Survival!

f you and I were discuss-
ing the matter of what
subject 1 should write

about, and you should say,
seriously, “Mr. Armstrong, in
view of the deadly seriousness
and the urgency of this time, I
think you should write on the
most urgent problem in all
our lives right now — the
question of whether, and how,
we may survive!”

I would agree. The one BIG
QUESTION 1n all our lives, right
now, i1s that of human SURVIVAL!

But I hasten to add, survival
alone 1S NOT ENOUGH! We must
have survival in PEACE, in happi-
ness, in joy, in prosperity and in
abundant well-being for ALL!

And that’s a pretty big order!
If anyone has the answer, for the
sake of humanity he’d better
speak out! I am prepared to give
the ANSWER — and it 1S going to
be PLAIN SPEAKING, without
pulling any punches! It’s time for
PLAIN SPEAKING! You are betting
your life on someone coming up,
in time, with the right answer!

To et to the <¢rux .of the
problem immediately, realize first
that these existing conditions and
evils are merely the EFFECT! For
every effect, there has to be a
CAUSE. Our problem of immedi-
ate urgency is to find the CAUSE,
not only of present evil condi-
tions, but also of what 1s the
not-being-used CAUSE of peace,
happiness and abundant well-
being! If we are going to learn
that CAUSE, we need first to ask:
What has made MAN as he is?

By Herbert W. Armstrong

How did humanity come to be on
this earth? Or, going back even
further, how did the earth, itself,
come to be?

That may seem like going a
long way back. But this futile
search for PEACE goes a long way
back — as far as history goes —
or further. Man’s troubles, evils
and wars extend back to the
beginning — or prior to the
beginning — of history. To find
the right answer, we need to go
back even to PREhistory! That
takes us even to the question of
ORIGINS — Of BEGINNINGS!

Many scientists have devoted
their lifetimes to researching and
studying this question. Many
scholarly books have been writ-
ten, setting forth the results of
these lifetime studies, purporting
to tell the story of the origin of
the earth and of mankind upon it.
Yet is it not significant that their
studies, theories and hypotheses
fail to tell us WHY man is as he
1s, or HOW he got that way, WHY
man seems always to be befud-
dled with unsolvable problems,
WHY he is always in trouble, WHY
humanity is harassed with so
many evils and wHY these evils
are fast increasing?

This 1s no light matter. Ignor-
ing humanity’s present dilemma
will not cause i1t to go away.
Human SURVIVAL hangs in the
balance! We need the right
answer — and we need it NOwW!

And we can know!

Science to solve problems?

With the emergence of modern
science around the beginning of
the 19th century, scientists

- L T T — e . .,

assured the world that man had
progressed to the point where he
then could dispense with the
superstitious crutch of religion
and belief in God. Now humanity
could rely on the new messiah —
modern science.

“Given sufficient knowledge,”
said the scientists, “we shall solve
all humanity’s problems and cure
all the world’s 1lls.”

To replace religion and belief
in God, scientists and educators
had substituted the doctrine of
evolution. The tools modern
science used in the production of
this new KNOWLEDGE were a
stepped-up use of those man had
employed since the dawn of
history — rejection of revelation
as a source of knowledge and the
use of observation, experimenta-
tion and human reason.

So the production of KNOWL-
EDGE increased at a constantly
accelerating pace. The world’s
total fund of knowledge virtually
doubled in the 1960s!

But, paradoxically, as knowl-
edge has increased, so have
humanity’s problems, troubles
and evils, at almost an equal rate
of acceleration!

What’s wrong with the dictum
that knowledge is the sole need
for solutions? We are face to face
with the stern FACT that increas-
ing evils have escalated alongside
increasing knowledge! That is not
to say that the increased knowl-
edge caused the growing evils. It
does mean that the knowledge
produced did not cure existing
evils, or prevent new evils!

The ANSWER becomes plain.

(Continued on page 26)
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LOOK

for the Clues

By Richard Rice

Have you ever wished you could be
as sharp and alert as a detective? You can —
here’s how!

he detective walks
purposefully into a

dimly lit room.

“What’s this?” he exclaims
as he closely inspects small
fragments of glass lodged in a
crack in the floorboards. He
patiently scans his surround-

ings for additional clues.

He lightly dusts a door handle
and examines it for fingerprints.
Scratching his head, he slowly
paces across the room.

“Aha!” Stooping down, he lifts
a tiny, pale thread lying next to a
chair. “This thread 1s identical to
the material of the torn coat
discovered under the seat of the
suspect’s automobile!™

Then, in a series of profound
observations, he cleverly solves

2 YOUTH 84

the mystery. His attention to
detail brings surprising results.

We might not have baffling
crimes to solve, but careful
observation can be an easy and
exciting way for all of us to
learn.

What’s even more exciting 1s
that becoming a good observer
also sharpens your skills as a
colorful writer and expert conver-
sationalist. Skilled observers learn
to paint graphic word pictures
that keep others spellbound with
interest.

Why? Because they have
trained their minds to go beyond
the surface and see details that
others miss. They have developed
mental curiosity and a thirst for

knowledge.
These astute observers not only
look — they see, observe

and think. They probe into
the whys and wherefores of
nature, situations and
things. They ask questions
and push themselves to find
the answers. A vast new
world opens up.

Examine a leaf

Take, for example, an
ordinary leaf. Have you
ever taken one into your
hand and examined it close-

There are clues to the
mysteries of nature even
in a common object like a
leaf. (Photo by Hal Finch)

ly — analyzed its intricate make-
up and design?

Did you notice that it had little
ribs extending from its center, to
give the leaf structural reinforce-
ment so it won’t droop or fall
limp? Did you ever wonder what
real purpose the leaf plays and
why each variety of tree has its
own unique kind of leat?

[eaves absorb nutrients from
the air and sunlight to help
nourish the tree. They also
provide beauty, shade and variety.
But one of the most important
functions of leaves is to produce
oxygen for us to breathe.

Some leaves change colors in
the autumn to provide an array of
beauty for man to enjoy. They
also die, fall to the ground and
revert back to fertile soil.

As you can see, by taking a
little extra time, the keen observ-
er can amass a wealth of knowl-
edge. Many people are too busy
or preoccupied to glean the most
from day-to-day experiences.
They dull their mental eyesight
and ability to enjoy life the way
God intended.

Test your alertness

What kind of an observer are
you? Try taking this test to see
how well you measure up. What
was your closest friend wearing
the last time you saw him or her?
How many different kinds of
trees grow on your block? How
many items could you list in your
own living room?

Do you take the time to tune in
the many sounds of nature on a
summer evening? Have you ever
watched ants at work, a bird
building its nest or the antics of
people at a party?

The keen observer will do all of
the above. He will become alert
to the whole of his environment.
He is interested in just about
everything and will ask a thou-
sand questions.

Being observant is a simple
way to become a well-rounded,
well-educated and colorful per-
son. Start today to sharpen your
powers of observation and experi-
ence a new world of intrigue,
challenge and excitement. Look
for the clues! O
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ATeenager Is Challenged -

DOES GOD EXIST?

By Clyde Kilough

[ knew He existed, but I couldn’t even convincingly explain why I knew.

ow that’s about the
strangest question a
minister has ever asked me,
I thought.

Here 1 was, a 19 year old
who had grown up 1n the
Church, and now when 1
approached a minister about
an important, serious subject,
he asked me the simplest of
questions, ‘““Do you believe
God exists?”

“Of course I do!” I answered,
wondering why he would ask me

something he knew I believed.

“Why do you believe that?” he
persisted.

“Well...you know,” 1 ner-
vously replied, caught off guard.
“You can’t have life without a
Lifegiver, creation means there
had to be a Creator, matter hasn’t
always existed and all the other
things that prove God exists.”

“That’s right,” he said. *“But
what 1s it deep down inside you
that makes you know — and
know that you know — that you
have an unshakable conviction
that God exists? What i1s it that

3

gives you a real, personal relation-
ship with Him?”’

After a few minutes of silent
consideration, I was forced to
admit something very humiliat-
ing: “I guess I really don’t know
how to explain that.”

This was not proceeding the
way it was supposed to. I had
attended church and studied
doctrines and scriptures, yet I
couldn’t even convincingly ex-
plain why I knew God existed. I
knew He did, but why did I
know? How real was He to me?

How real is He to you? Can
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Now it became
crystal clear,
because I was
personally
examining it, why
the creation has
to have a Creator.

you know God exists? Can you be
close to God?

You can know!

Yes, you can. You don’t even
have to be an adult, be 1n college
or be a certain age. But you do
have to work and think.

Education today often wrongly
puts emphasis on repeating infor-
mation back rather than really
learning. God wants you to learn
about Him, not merely memorize
things about Him.

Take the question of God’s
existence. Youth 84 offers a
booklet entitled Does God Exist?
that you should get and read. The
evidence that God exists 1s
irrefutable.

But realize that you can read
that booklet, accept what you
read and even memorize it — but
that won’t automatically make
you closer to God or make God
real to you!

That’s what my minister was
trying to get across to me. He
knew, and showed me, that I had
only memorized the proofs God
exists.

I had believed it, accepted it,
had no questions about it, but it
was much like believing and
accepting that man has walked on
the moon or that there 1s a
country named China.

Do you believe astronauts have
walked on the moon, or that
China exists? Sure you do. But if
you were to walk on the moon
with those astronauts or spend
two weeks touring China, these
facts would be real to you. Much
more real than seeing something
on television or reading about it
in a book.

The same 1s true with you and
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God. Yes, there are factual proofs
you can read about concerning
God’s existence, but those proofs
need to become living reality to
you.

How? By making those proofs
something you see in life around
you — through the experiences
you have — rather than just
something you read about.

You might say, “Sure, God
would be real to me if I was dying
and He instantly healed me when
I prayed, but I've never been in
that situation.™

There are teens who have had
prayers dramatically answered,
and yours can be, too, but do you
have to wait for some great event
to come along before establishing
a deeper understanding of God?

A little wild flower

No, it doesn’t take a dramatic
event or earthshaking experience
to make God real to you. Believe
it or not, a tiny, purple wild
flower taught me the reality of
God’s existence.

A couple of weeks after talking
with the minister 1 took a walk
out into a field to think. I had
prayed before I went out, asking
God to help me somehow become
more grounded in the knowledge
of His existence.

To make a lifetime commit-
ment without that firm founda-
tion — unshakable and unwaver-
ing — would be disastrous. As
my minister had explained, trials
will arise 1n life sometimes so
severe that they can tempt us to
question God: ““Do You exist? Do
You care for me? Are You really
out there?” Having that founda-
tion securely laid is essential for
any Christian, age 18 or 118.

Still, the answers had not fully
jelled in my mind and this
frustration was occupylng my
thoughts as I walked in that
field.

Absentmindedly 1 picked a
little wild flower, intending to
chew on the stem. Instead, 1
began examining it very closely.
The more I looked at it, the more
amazed | was.

That little flower was pretty,
but more than that, it was highly
complicated in its construction. It

was so fragile, the tiny veins
holding each little transparent
petal together, yet perfectly
formed, perfectly symmetrical.
Only a half inch 1n diameter, it
was intricately and flawlessly
designed. The complex perfection
in such a simple flower was
striking.

Thoughts slowly began to form
and expand. “Hey, look at all the
other life right here as well.” 1
began to mentally examine the
other plants, the grass, the trees,
the insects, the animals and then,
above all, I began to consider the
human body and the human
brain, that fantastic computer
that was allowing me to think in
the first place!

One thought led to another and
finally to a conclusion: The
harmony of the life systems on
this planet could not just have
accidentally happened.

Now it became crystal clear,
because | was personally examin-
ing it, why the creation has to
have a Creator.

In the days that followed, the
reality of God deepened 1n my
mind. Romans 1:20 was suddenly
so clear: “For since the creation
of the world His invisible attrib-
utes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are
made, even His eternal power and
Godhead.”

It took an in-depth observation
of a little wild flower to trigger a
whole series of thoughts 1n my
mind. By looking at the things
that are made, I began to
understand the invisible things of
God in a way I had not seen them
before.

Of course this does not mean
everyone should go rushing out
into the nearest pasture to gaze at
wild flowers. That is what helped
me, but only because of a certain
frame of mind I was in. Different
things will affect different people
in different ways at different
times.

See the proofs in action

What you can do, however, 1s
become more deeply aware of life
around you and see how the
proofs of God’s existence really

(Continued on page 29)
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The Bright
Lights...

By Clayton Steep

A web of greed and corruption waits
for its next victim.

OLLYWOOD,

California Her
real name doesn’t matter.
What 1s important is that

Shelly i1s a real person.

Here in Hollywood, as in
other big cities; there are
many girls hike her. Young.
Pretty. Naive. Gullible. From
all parts of the country they
come with stars in their eyes.

Many are runaways. Others
just announce to family and
friends that they are leaving
home, going out to California or
some other destination to make it
big.

Shelly was in her late teens
when she packed a couple of
suitcases and left behind the
small, rural community of
Centerville. How exciting it
was to arrive in the immense
city of Los Angeles, espe-
cially Hollywood itself! All
those lights. All that activi-
ty. Something going on
around the clock.

Centerville was nothing
like this. Why, back there
they used to joke about
rolling up the sidewalks at
sunset.

Oh, there was nothing
really wrong with Center-

ville. It’s just that it was dull. All
the shows on television and the
romance novels made it seem that
way 1n comparison with the big
cities.

Going for the big time

Somehow the idea of living in a
small town, near family and
friends, pursuing a
career locally or
working toward get-
ting married and
having a family
became increasingly
less i1nteresting.
Shelly was going for
the big time.

Her parents tried
to reason with her,
but their pleadings

fell on deaf ears. That’s too bad.
There’s no reason to think that
Shelly wouldn’t be alive today if
she had stayed home. What
happened? No one knows for
sure. She was found shot to
death.

In any case, it seems clear that
she was drawn to her end by ever
more complicated
circumstances.

Having arrived
here, Shelly had to
get a start some-
where. After all, she
needed some money
now to pay for food
and lodging. Who
wants to live in the
streets?

Of course, she
couldn’t merely
walk i1nto a major
movie studio casting
office and say,
“Here I am!” There were
hundreds of girls, maybe
even thousands, waiting
breathlessly for the smallest
parts, hoping they would

Hollywood — she’s actually
there! Alone and on her own,
she sets out to explore and look
for a job. But only fear and
disillusionment await.
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Here in Hollywood,
as in other cities,
there are many girls
like her. Young.
Pretty. Vulnerable.

lead to stardom. And, while
Shelly was a beautiful girl, so
were many others.

The newspaper classified ad-
vertisements offered little of
interest — except that an adver-

tisement for a modeling agency
attracted her attention. Yes, they
would pay her to model. Even
though she had no real experi-
ence.

Only to get started

Of course, she found out that 1t
had to be with no clothes on. But
it was a beginning, wasn’t it? It
would only be to get started. She
would soon be able to do things
her own way once she was
discovered by a talent scout for
some major studio or got some
other break.

Her modeling quickly led to

roles in pornographic films. She
was making money, but her life
was no longer her own. To an
increasing extent, Shelly became
manipulated by others in a sleazy
world. She was in bad company.
She got involved in wrong rela-
tionships that included sexual
abuse and drugs. There seemed to
be no way to avoid all that, now
that she was in it. She was
caught. Trapped.

One day Shelly must have
decided she had had enough of
this quicksand she had gotten
into. She wanted out. Whoever
pulled the trigger on the gun
brought it all to a swift conclu-
s10M.

Avoid the trap

Why mention what happened
to Shelly?

Because she thought such trag-
edies always happen to other
people, certainly not to her.
Because modern advertising, the
movies and television had lied to
her, making her believe she
couldn’t be happy in the town
where she grew up. Because she
didn’t put her own feelings aside
and listen to reason from her
family.

Because certain selfish individ-
uals in corrupt circles used her,
pretending to be her friends.
Because the promise of money
and fleeting fame seemed to be so
important. Because it needs to be
told that the glitter and glamour
this world offers is shallow
indeed.

And because maybe, just
maybe, some young person after
reading about Shelly, may think
twice before leaving home 1in
search of greener pastures, even
though the situation at home may
not be perfect.

It could be worse.

There was no crowd of admir-
ers and friends when they put the
casket holding Shelly on the

(Continued on page 27)

The streets of Hollywood glitter with
bright lights. But behind them is a
seamy and sometimes deadly trap for
the young people who end up on the
streets.
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® Hiroshima. The very name of
this Japanese city is a reminder
of the awesome tragedy of
nuclear war.

Every August, thousands of
people assemble at Peace Park in
Hiroshima. They gather in
remembrance of a day almost 40
years ago, at the end of World
War 11, when the course of
history was changed.

Shortly after 8 a.m. on Aug. 6,
1945, a U.S. bomber dropped an
atomic bomb on Hiroshima.

The blast flattened everything
within 12 miles (2 kilometers) of
the explosion’s center, destroying
more than two thirds of all
buildings in the city.

Three days after the
bombing of Hiroshima, the
United States dropped an
atomic bomb on nearby
Nagasaki. The number of
people killed by the explo-
sions and their immediate
aftermath has been diffi-
cult to determine. Esti-
mates range as high as
200,000. The toll in disease
and suffering was much
higher.

Last December, many of
the survivors watched The
£ Day After, a fictional television
movie about a nuclear attack on a
U.S. city. Many of them said that
their experience was worse than
what the film showed.

It took about 10 years after the
bombing for Hiroshima to
rebuild. Now the population is
§ approaching one million, and the
Tauto manufacturing and
S shipbuilding industries are
= thriving.

Although Hiroshima now
s resembles any other major
£ industrial city in the world, the
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memory of what happened there
makes it, as one writer called it,
a “‘city whose tragedy remains a
blot on humanity’s conscience.”
The nuclear weapons now
possessed by the world’s
superpowers make the bombs
used in 1945 look like
firecrackers. So frightening is
that fact that when the people of
Hiroshima gather at Peace Park
each August, they hope there is
truth to the words inscribed on
a monument there: “Let all
souls here rest in peace, for we

The atomic blast created a bizarre barren
world, twisting steel building frames into
strange, animal-like shapes (above).
Hiroshima’s Peace Park (left) stands as a
testimony of the fury that was unleashed
on that morning in August, 1945.

shall not repeat the evil.”

Are they hoping in vain? Can
mankind avoid nuclear suicide?
For the exciting answer write
for our free booklet, World
Peace — How It Will Come. —

By Tom Delamater O

Cycling
Shifts Into
High-Iech

® Ever since bicycles shed their
huge front wheels and took on
two of the same size, they have
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§ been pretty reluctant to change

§ themselves. Oh, people have tried
Sto get them to change. They have
~added doodads here and

s thingamajigs there. But the bikes
S always came out pretty much the

z the bikes into a corner and
forced them to start
changing.

S

One of these
revolutionary innovations is
an automatic transmission.
Frenchman Michel Deal invented
this remarkable device that shifts
to a lower or higher gear ratio as
a rider changes the amount of
pressure on the pedals.

As the rider increases or
decreases the pressure, the drive
gear automatically adjusts to
make pedaling easy and efficient.
Though your bike would still look
the same with an automatic
transmission on it, it sure
wouldn’t feel the same. No more
frantic searching for the right
gear — halfway up a hill.

Other innovations have even
revolutionized the basic bicycle
design. Recumbent bicycles, for
example, have the rider lie on his
back instead of sitting upright.
Designers of this type of cycle
say it is safer and has less wind
resistance. Studies indicate that
as much as 80 percent of a
cyclist’s effort at 18 miles (29
kilometers) an hour is used to
fight wind resistance.

One recumbent tricycle that

carries two riders back to back
has demonstrated its superior
aerodynamics by achieving short
bursts of amazing speed —
more than 60 miles (96
kilometers) an hour!
Another four-wheel,
four-passenger recumbent
cycle developed at the
University of Cincinnati,

Meet Pegasus, one of a new
breed of vehicles that is
changing the shape of
cycling.
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a sleek fiberglass shell that
surrounds its riders for
protection from the weather. It
also comes equipped with head
and taillights, hydraulic brakes
and ventilation.

Prices are rather high now.
But, should they catch on, prices
would probably drop.

And as long as there 1s an
interest in human-powered
transportation, you can be sure
that inventors will continue to
find ways to improve the
bicycle. — By Dan Taylor 0O

® What are employers looking
for in the people they hire these

days? Are there skills you can be

learning that will help guarantee

What Employers
REALLY Want

you a job?

In a report on the subject®, a
panel of educators and business
executives says that employers
look for the basics more than
specific technical skills.

What skills are most employers
looking for? According to the
report, employers want basic
skills like a good command of
language, both written and
spoken, the ability to reason and
solve problems, to understand
written materials, to understand
basic principles of mathematics,
science, technology and how
society functions and to have
good personal work habits.

Without these basic skills, most
employers feel, any other special
skills an employee has will

be wasted. For example,
an architect must be
able to communicate
with the people who will
be using the building he 1s
designing for them. If he doesn’t
fully understand what they
want the building to be like,
it may fall far short of their
needs.

The panel also feels there is too
much emphasis being put on
computer literacy. It stressed that
sacrificing basic skills for
computer skills is “a lousy
trade-off.”” Panel chairman
Richard Heckert, chief operating
officer of the Du Pont Company,
says workplace computers will
eventually become so simple that
anyone with a basic
understanding of computers will
be able to run one.

He compares computers to
cars, saying that the automobile
revolution “didn’t produce a
country full of
sophisticated auto
mechanics. [t
produced a country
full of people who can
stick a key in a slot.”
Likewise, he feels
that the computer
revolution doesn’t need to turn all
of us into programers.

The panel said that the ability
to learn quickly is one of the
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