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Letters

Cover to cover

[ am writing to tell you that, for the
first time, I read a magazine that kept my
interest from cover to cover. The
magazine | am talking about is Youth 835.
I saw this magazine for the first time in
our school library. The thing that caught
my eye was the title. I have always liked
to read things like this, but nothing can
compare to Youth 5. It 1s absolutely the
best magazine I have seen and read. I
would like to subscribe for this magazine.
If there i1s a charge, please let me know!

Mike Chavez
Denver, Colorado

We've already entered your subscrip-

tion — there’s no charge to you.

Cancellation
I’'m writing to convey my indignation
for your hypocritical article, “God’s
Great Sex Law!” in Youth 85, April.
Why didn’t you mention that men should
abstain from premarital sex also? I've
had enough of examining your biased
propaganda. Stop sending me your
publication.
Cindy Cerrone
Fayetteville, New York
God’s laws about sex apply just as
much to men as to women, as the article
showed. The article gave a specific
example about women, but it was
directed at young men as well.

Change of thought

Thank you Mr. Herbert W. Arm-
strong for your article, “A Basketball
Game With a Difference” [March Youth
85]. It was inspiring and headed me in
the right direction, though it struck me a
little different than I thought it was
meant. It put a little light on the subject
of school and college. I never did care
much for school and my mother made me
feel guilty about it because “l was giving
my younger brother a wrong impres-
sion.” She was absolutely correct too.
But at that short time ago 1 was
rebellious and didn’t care.

Your article briefly describing the
Church schools and how they are run
really made me stop and think. The
Church’s schools sound much, much

- more exciting and pure than other

schools.

Just a few weeks ago I had decided
that I would get my graduation slip, let
my mom gloat over it and I would get a
job somewhere. Now I see I should go on
with my education if [I can] afford it.

Diane Fast Horse
Appleton, Wisconsin




This

Is the Life!

By Herbert W. Armstrong

In this personal article, Youth 85’s editor-in-chief
tells why he has called himself “the most blessed man on earth,”
and shows how you may taste the joys of

ike the apostle Paul, I
feel that I have been
the chief of sinners —
yet God’s marvelous grace
has so richly abounded that
it seems He has simply
lavished on me every bless-
ing that even the loving

GoD can bestow!

Business associlates, not
quite comprehending the spiri-
tual significance or real rea-
sons, admit and marvel at the
really happy and enjoyable life
I have been granted. They

seek the full joys of life. I did,

too — once. And as long as I
tried to GET and TAKE them, |

somehow never had them.

Back in my preconversion days
in the magazine and newspaper
world, I fought and strove ener-
getically for that pot of gold at
the end of the rainbow — the
money that would buy happiness
and all the good things of
gracious living. I sought and
struggled valiantly to attain the
vanity-pleasing status of being
considered important by busi-
nessmen.

Yet, somehow, I never quite
caught up with the end of that
rainbow. For a few years — in my
middle and late 20s — I enjoyed
considerable financial success —
for a young chap under 30. Even

real abundant living.

so, I never seemed to get out of
debt. My heart was set on
material things and on plain
vanity — and they just never
seemed to satisfy. Neither, inci-
dentally, did the brand of ciga-
rettes whose advertising claimed
“they satisfy.”

You say you couldn’t imagine
me smoking cigarettes? Well, 1
couldn’t either — NOW more
than 60 years later. I remember

with almost a pang of stomach-
sickness, the many times I sat at a
banquet table, smoking a fine
cigar. Why? Vanity. 1 was a
“sheep.” Others did. I followed.

But did I EnJoy it? Never!
What an 1diot I was! In my mouth
the saliva flows freely on the
slightest provocation. A cigar in
my mouth started the saliva
glands flowing. I was forced to
use the napkin for a cuspidor —
and even then, it usually made me
slightly sick at the stomach.
Enjoy 1t? No!

Those were days of ambition
and hustle and striving — but

Many people struggle to get sleek new
automobiles and other nice things that
money can buy. But do these things
bring real happiness? (Photo by
Warren Watson)
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I wish all people,
everywhere, could
realize the real
source of true
happiness!

they also were days of frustra-
tions, fears and worries, and an
underlying sense of insecurity.
Carnality and this world’s ways
simply never paid off!

Then two successive major
business depressions, and circum-
stances beyond my control,
brought three successive total
business failures. It was then that
a Bible-believing woman, neigh-
bor of my parents in Salem,
Oregon, convinced my wife that
the Bible enforced observance of
the seventh-day Sabbath in this
New Testament time of grace!
The facts of my outraged reaction
at this “religious fanaticism”
have been published many times.

I was unable to talk, reason,
argue or threaten her out of her
newfound conviction. I was liter-
ally angered into my first STUDY
of the Bible — to prove to her that

“aqll these churches couldn’t be
wrong”’ — and that the Bible
commanded and enforced the
observance of Sunday, in this New
Testament period.

2 YOUTH 85

I sought, wrote for and
obtained at the public library
every book or booklet possible,
purporting to refute seventh-day
Sabbath observance. 1 searched
every nook and cranny of the
New Testament to find the
sanctification, making holy, or
command to observe Sunday. It
was like hunting for the needle in
the haystack — the needle that
isn’t there! Like the pot of gold at
the end of the rainbow, I never
found it!

Instead, I found that Jesus
Christ always kept this day “‘as
His custom was,” and the apostle
Paul kept it “as his manner was.”
I found Jesus gave us an example
that we should do as He did, and
that we were commanded to walk
in His steps — to walk as HE
walked. Also that it is “Christ IN
us’” who gives hope of glory (by

______
UL o

New clothing and stereo

but does just having them
bring real satisfaction?
(Photos by Warren Watson
and Hal Finch)

the Holy Spirit), and
that He i1s a change-
less Christ — the
same today as when
He walked the earth
in human flesh. I
found that the New
Testament commands
Sabbath observance.
By the way, we have a booklet
explaining in detail what 1 found
on this question in the Bible. It is
entitled Which Day Is the Chris-
tian Sabbath? 1 think you might

equipment are desirable —

find it interesting, as well as
surprising and eye-opening. Re-
member, it’s FREE, as Christ’s
Gospel is free, of course.

Well, Satan may have
“opened” the eyes of Adam and
Eve to evil — and then BLINDED
the eyes of all of us ever since —
but in that study the true Creator
Gop opened my eyes to His
TRUTH! There it was, staring at
me in the Maker’s own INSTRUC- °
TION BOOK!

What would people say?

I didn’t like it — at first.

“What would my business
associates say?”’ was the question
that came automatically to mind.

That’s the question that chains
most people to the darkness, the
curses and frustrations of this
world. They seldom give a
thought to “What would GoD
say?” They ought to
ask, “What 1s CHRIST
GOING 1O SAY, when
I have to face Him in
the judgment?”

To me, God’s truth
meant GIVING UP! It
meant giving up asso-
ciates and friends — at
least, so I supposed. It
meant giving up MY
OWN WAY! It seemed
like GIVING UP every-
thing I had ever held
dear or lived for. It was
like GIVING UP my
very life.

But then, with God’s BIBLE
before me, I came to realize that
Christ had bought and paid for
my life — and it wasn’t mine,
anyway. God had made the giving
up easier by repeated defeats —
by reducing to economic poverty.
I was only a “burned-out hunk o’
junk,” anyhow. Finally, I did
make the surrender — UNCONDI-
TIONALLY! I told God He could
have my life, and if HE could
make anything out of it, He could
have it — I had made only a
failure out of it! And I did mean
that!

To me, it meant giving up
everything I had valued as worth
living for. But, you know, we
have to die to LIVE — tO LOSE our

(Continued on page 26)




Go Ahead-

DARE 10 BE

DIFFEREN1!

By Clayton Steep

But there is a better way to do it than by following a fad.

used hoola-hoop?

ow much of your hard-to-come-by  on one hand only — what will be the next fad?
cash would you pay for a slightly  the life cycle of a fad

Do you know how long a fad will be popular?

Probably not very much, yet these large  {ju4i) 50 many people follow it that following it no
hoops that many people swung around their  [gneer seems unique. Until the novelty is gone. Then

hips were a big fad several years ago. it too will die out.

So were pet rocks. To so many it 5
seemed absolutely es-
sential to have at
least one pet rock,
along with a cage to
put it in and a hand-
book giving instruc-
tions on its care. It
may be difficult to
believe, but at least
one person became
rich selling pet rocks.
But who cares about
them now? It would
be hard to give one
away.

Why do such fads
catch on? One reason
is that people often
desire to be different
in some respects from
the majority. They
want to be special.
Unique is probably
the best word to
describe it. So they
join a small ““in”

s group that is doing
2 things a certain dif-
§ ferent way. And a fad
< 1s born.

> Cabbage-Patch
0 .

2 dolls, glittery gloves
€ designed to be worn

- We don’t know who started the very first fad. It

was probably some-
body who decided to
be different from
everyone else by act-
ing or appearing a
certain way. Soon
somebody else tried
to be different by
copying that person.
And then somebody
else. And then some-
body else. It wasn’t
long before the fad
became so common it
lost 1ts appeal.

Your parents can
remember the hip-
pies and the flower
children of the 1960s.
They too wanted to
be different. Many
fellows let their hair
grow long and both

Clothing has often been
used to express
individuality — or
sameness. When so
many people adopt a
style, it becomes a fad.
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Why do fads catch on?

One reason is that people often desire
to be different in some respects
from the majority.

fellows and girls wore baggy clothing and used
certain expressions in their speech. And you know
what? Before long, it was awfully hard to tell them
apart because they all looked and acted and talked so
much alike. It was another fad.

The same thing is happening to the punk fad.
Once the novelty wore off, they all began to seem
pretty much alike. They were trying to be different,
but instead they look like all the other punkers. So
they really aren’t unique after all. The punk fad will
come and go like so many other fads have.

How to be really different

Some fads are harmless; others should be avoided.
In any case, there is a much better way to be really
unique: Do what God says to do!

Don’t laugh! It takes an enormous amount of
courage. So few people in this world obey God that
anyone who does obey Him is very different. Oh,
there are quite a few people who talk about God. But
talking about Him and doing what He says are two
different things.

If you don’t believe it, just think about this: How

4 YOUTH 85

many friends do you have who
keep each of the Ten Command-
ments? In case at this moment
you can’t recall what the Ten
Commandments are about, here
is a general and brief idea. As
soon as possible, though, you
should read them in full right
from the Bible in chapter 20 of
the book of Exodus:

The first says not to put
anything else in your life ahead of
God.

The second says not to get
involved in certain wrong reli-
gious practices.

The third says not to use God’s
name wrongly.

The fourth says to keep

the Sabbath holy.

The fifth says to honor

your parents.

The sixth says not to
kill, meaning we shouldn’t
even hate.

The seventh says not to
get involved in wrong sexual
practices.

The eighth says not to steal.
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how long a fad will last?

The ninth says not to lie.

The tenth says not to be jealous about what
someone else has.

Now how many friends and classmates do you
have who follow the Ten Commandments?

Of course keeping them is not easy. God knows
that. However, if a person who is trying to keep
them slips up and makes a mistake, God will forgive
if that person asks Him to — as long as that person
is trying hard. But the point is, how many people do
you know who are even trying?

That’s why anyone who does try is so different —
so unique!

Not a passing fad

And it’s not just some fad that will pass away,
either. The time is coming when everybody on earth
is going to be keeping God’s commandments,
because His commandments are right and good.
They create peace and happiness. They do away with
war and crime and fear. That’s why the world
tomorrow will be governed according to those laws.

But if everyone will be obeying God’s laws, won't
everyone be alike? No, that’s not
true. Keeping God’s command-
ments iS a sure way to be unique
in today’s world. But in tomor-
row’s world, obeying God’s laws
isn’t what will make you unique.
There are many other good ways
to be unique.

Do you know

Until the novelty is
gone. Then it too
will die out.

God loves variety. You have your own personality,
your own talents and abilities. No one else who has
ever lived is exactly like you. You don’t have to try
being unique by copying or imitating fads someone
else has invented. Be an individual in the right way.
Let your own individuality develop within the
guidelines of God’s laws.

If you start now, you can get in on the ground
floor of something big. However, be warned that
others around you are going to think you are
different. It doesn’t necessarily take courage to
follow a fad. It does take courage today to be
different God’s way, though.

But what difference does it make what other
people think anyway? Do other people always
understand you? Are other people always available
and willing to help you whenever you need it? Can

Clothing and other types of fads come and go. They
are usually started by somebody who decides to be
different — until everybody else starts copying!
(Photos by G.A. Belluche Jr.)

other people give you eternal life? No. But God can
do all these things and more for you if you will step
out and follow Him.

Why not take up God’s challenge? Be different.
Obey God’s laws. For example, instead of giving in
to pressure to go along with the crowd and shoplift
— to break the Eighth Commandment — practice
God’s way of give. Do good to others. Say a kind
word. Lend help where it is needed.

For more information, send for our free booklet,
The Ten Commandments. It explains more about
how to be truly different — a positive force for good
in every aspect of life. O
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A Moving

Experience

By Wendi Butler

It’s not easy to just pack up and say good-bye to
the place you've called home.

he last box has been

packed, the last piece

of furniture stowed
into the moving van.

You walk around the empty
rooms where you and your
brothers and sisters played,
teased one another,
laughed and cried.

Your parents’ voices
echo across the living
room, into the kitchen and
across the hall to your
bedroom. It’s time to go. g

Soon you’re entering &5
your new place. Its bare

It can cause you to feel uprooted,
unsettled, lonely. How can you make
moving less traumatic, and your new

home an exciting, fun place to be?

(Photos by Hal Finch)
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white walls and curtainless win-
dows don’t seem too inviting at
first. But within hours Mom and
Dad have installed the family
belongings, and the empty apart-
ment or house begins to look like
home.

Only it’s not home. Moving

into a new neighbor-
hood, complete with
a million unknowns,
may seem like the
Twilight Zone at first, but give
yourself time. There are steps you
can take to lessen ‘‘moving
shock.”

If you didn’t feel good about

the move in the first place, you
will have to work out your
feelings.

Be honest with yourself and be
honest with your parents. Talk to
them and calmly let them know
how you feel, without accusing or
blaming them. It may not keep
you from moving, but at least
your parents will be able to help
make things easier for you.

For instance, my family moved
to Oregon from California when I
was 17. My last year of high
school and my parents had to be
transferred out of state!

To me this was a tragedy.
What? Leave all my friends
before I graduated? Well, after
talking with my parents about my
feelings, I discovered that they
understood and would try to work
things out so it would be easier
for me.

It may not solve every problem,
but an open line of communica-
tion between you and your
parents will lessen built-up ten-
sion and help you to understand
the reasons the move was neces-
sary. You may even find out that
your parents aren’t all that
excited about the move either and
that they’d like moral support
from you!

If this is the case, then be sure
you do everything
you can to help
make the move eas-
ier for your parents
too.

There is some-
thing about helping
others that can
really take your
mind off your own
problems. This way
you won’t be
tempted to hide in
your bedroom, sulk
or let bad feelings
ruin everyone’s
day.

All right, so your house is
becoming organized and things
are pretty well back to normal.
Well, almost.

After exploring the neighbor-
hood, you find that there are few
young people your age around. As
you walk, you begin to wish you

(Continued on page 26)
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e Zhongguo Qingnian — that’s
Chinese, folks. Roughly
translated, it means Youth of
China. It is a publication for
young people in China. We ran
across the following article,
translated by the Beijing Review,
and thought you might be
interested in seeing what young
people in China are thinking. The
author of the article, a young
worker named Xin Qin, titled the
article, ““10 Things We Want.”
Here it is:

“We would like to speak out
what is on our minds,”” he wrote,
““so as to be understood,
recognized and helped by society.

“First, we young people want
to be successful in our careers
and to contribute to society.

“Second, we want to be
intelligent and well-educated. Our

Young China’s

enthusiasm for knowledge is
increasing throughout the
country.

“Third, we want good social
ethics. Having suffered enough
from the ‘cultural revolution,’*
we young people deeply hate
erroneous tendencies. We hope
the working style of the [Chinese
Communist] Party and the
morality of the people will

become better as soon as possible.

“Fourth, we want varied and
interesting recreational activities
organized by the Youth League,
so that we can learn more and
look back with fond memories on
our life in the League.

“Fifth, we want an ideal spouse

with good ethics and behavior.

*The Cultural Revolution was a massive attempt to reform

Chinese society in the 1960s. It was |later abandoned by
the country's leaders,

Dreams

“Sixth, we want a comfortable
and warm family life.

“Seventh, we want to become
more beautiful and healthy. This
is a distinctive characteristic of
the youths of our generation.

“Eighth, we want our
personal interests and hobbies to
be respected, supported and
assisted, not criticized and even
satirized or interfered with,
especially by leaders and the
comrades around.

“Ninth, we want some good
friends who share the same ideals.
Young people enjoy vigorous lives.
It’s our common desire to discuss
problems and share what we have
learned with friends.

“Tenth, we want to visit other
places in China. Not just bustling
cities but also famous scenic spots
and ancient cultural sites.” O

#
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Mail this coupon by September 15 to:

Hero Survey
Youth 85 Magazine

300 West Green Street

Pasadena, California 91129
U.S.A.

Who's Your
Hero!

® Who’s your hero? U.S.
President Ronald Reagan —
himself a hero to many young
people — has called this “‘an age
of heroes.”

Kings or queens, athletes or
industrialists, singers or senators
— who do you admire? Who do
you look up to? Who do you
hope to be like someday? We’d
like to know.

Announcing the Youth 85
Hero Survey! Use the coupon at
left to send us the names of the
three people you admire the most,
whether they’re known around
the world or only in your
hometown.

While you’re at it, send us a
note telling us why these people
are your heroes. Then be sure to
watch for the results in our
January 1ssue! O

Chunneling Under the Channel

® From the “If at first you
don’t succeed” file:

For nearly 180 years, the
English and French have talked

about building a tunnel under the

22-mile- (35-kilometer-) wide
English Channel, permanently
linking the two countries. Several
times, it looked like the dream
might become a reality. But each
time, the tunnel was canceled.
Once again, plans are being
made for a tunnel. But this time,

swith the backing of French
mPres1dent Francois Mitterrand
§and British Prime Minister

S Margaret Thatcher, it just might
s work.

#

It’s not known just how many
different plans have been made
for tunnels, bridges, pontoons and
other links. Twice, tunnels have
even been started, only to be
stopped abruptly.

But last spring,
President Mitter-
rand and Prime
Minister Thatcher
gave their support
to a new attempt.
They agreed to
guarantee that
should a tunnel —
or “Chunnel,” for
channel tunnel —
be started, neither

country will stop construction for
political reasons. 1

It may take a while for |
everyone to agree just what kind \
of tunnel will be built. It may not

8 YOUTH 85
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even be a tunnel. Some have
proposed a bridge connecting
artificial islands dotting the
Channel. The project might be a
combination of bridge and tunnel.
Ferry operators carry cars and
trucks across the Channel now.
But a high-speed tunnel link
could cut hours off travel time,
while avoiding the notorious fogs
and rough seas that often limit

ferry operation.
The Channel tunnel won’t be
easy to build. Imagine digging a

22-mile-long tunnel that has to be

wide enough for both a train
track and auto traffic. You’d have
to coordinate two governments to
build this, and your workers
would be speaking at least two
different languages. And, of
course, if you start at both ends,

® Jim Bouton, the former
pitcher for the New York
Y ankees, knows the thrill of
seeing his own face on a baseball
trading card. And now he’s in the
business of giving others the same
thrill — even if they’ve never
been up to bat!

Mr. Bouton’s company, Big
League Cards Inc., of Teaneck,
New Jersey, produces cards that
look, smell and feel like regular
baseball cards, but the people
featured on the cards are
everyday, ordinary,
you-and-me
people. 7

All that's U§
required to
put together an
authentic-look-
ing status sym-
bol is a picture
of yourself and
the statistics you
want recorded on
the card.

Spaces are avail-
able for your name,
title, team or com-
pany name and a logo of your
choice to accompany your picture
on the front of the card. The
back of the card displays your
statistics — height, weight,
hometown, position or title,
favorite activities and a personal
story or message.

e
a5
i e

Want toBein
the Big Leagues?

Big League
Cards charges %\ ~
$30 for a mini- MW~
mum order of 50
cards. The cards arrive ready to be
traded, packaged in waxed paper
with a slab of bubble gum — just
like the real thing.

The response to Big League
Cards has been tremendous.
“People are having fun with these,”
Mr. Bouton told Youth 85. They’ve
been used for everything from birth
announcements to business cards to
personahzed gag gifts.

The cards
invite
~ originality.
Brett Levine,
age 17,
advertises his
juggling
business
(“Different,
- | exciting and
unique,” says the
back of the card)
: ' on Big League
===/ Cards. Alexis
Alvey’s
bubble-gum-card picture was taken
when she was less than a week old.
Her hobbies are listed as eating and
wetting.

Phil Niekro, a pitcher for the
New York Yankees, has been on
his share of cards during his 27
years in baseball. Now, the whole
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you’d have to meet somewhere in
the middle!

But several companies are
eager to take on the challenge.
The tunnel’s biggest obstacle,
they feel, has always been
political. But now, with the
agreement between Mr.
Mitterrand and Mrs. Thatcher,
the Chunnel may finally become
a reality. — By Maria Root O

family is on
its very own
card (Height: 22 feet, one mch
[6.7 meters]; weight: 600 pounds
[270 kilograms],” says the card.)

The Jordan family from Old
Lyme, Connecticut, even gave
their dog Hoops the distinction of
being the first canine featured on
his own bubble gum card.

Mr. Bouton thinks everyone
should have the chance to feel
like a hero. — By Sandi Borax O

Youth 85
on lape

® Because of numerous
requests, Youth 85 is now
available on audio tapes for the
blind. Only selected articles were
available on tape. Now, the entire
issue will be recorded.

The tapes are available free to
people with physical handicaps
that make reading difficult or
impossible. Please write to the
Youth 85 office nearest you for
more information. The addresses
are on the inside front cover.

— By Thomas C. Hanson O
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