L b e R R e gt S et et e s B L Ly 1
e s s IR R e

-

-
-

IS

L3

ey

o

%

e
5

W

hu-p_u.p'
s
——

A -

EREr ey

S N

o -..J..VF.—F}?E
ol .....n...____..._..l e - Jn.r.h.FT.r Mh..

-

e PRI gy

s P




... Youthd3 ...

Contents:

Is God Fair? 1
There's Music in the Air . . . (But What Does It Say?) 3
Impressions of a Rock Critic 5
Tap Your Hidden Resources 6
“Come On, Make Up Your Mind"’ 7
News That Affects You 8
Congratulations! You're a Girl 11
Everybody Loves a Party! 12
What's It Like to Be a Teen in India? 14
You Did It, Dad — Why Can’t |? 16
All Aboard! Tracking the Model Railroad Hobby 18
News & Reviews 20
Teen Bible Study: Who and What Is God? 23
Dear Youth 83, 25
Music’s Magical Powers 26
By the Way . . . Are Your Manners Up to a Date? 29

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: Herbert W. Armstrong
MAMNAGING EDITOR: Dexter H. Faulkner

ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Mike Bennett
GRAPHICS: Michael Hale
EDITORIAL STAFF Charlene Bentley, Jeff Caudle, Nathan Faulkner, Wiilma Niekamp
CONTRIBUTORS: You the reader

Published by the Worldwide Church of God
FPUBLISHER. Herbert W. Armstrong
TREASURER: Leroy Neff
PRODUCTION DIRECTOR: Roger Lippross
CIRCULATION MAMAGER - Boyd Leeson

Youth 83 is published monthly (except combined March-April and October-November issues) by
the Worldwide Church of God, 300 W. Green St., Pasadena, Calif., 91123. Copyright
© 1983 Worldwide Church of God. All rights reserved. The publishers assume no responsibility
for return of unsolicited artwork, photographs or manuscripts.

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE YOUTH 83 ADDRESS NEAREST YOU.

PRINTED IN U.S.A.

United States: 300 W. Green St., Pasadena, Calif.,, 81123 For literature requests you may
call toll-free 1-800-423-4444. in Calfornia, Alaska and Hawan call 213-304-6111 collect

Canada: P.O. Box 44, Station A, Vancouver, BC V6C 2M2 For literature requests you may
call toll-free 1-800-663-1242.

Mexico: Institucion Ambassador, Apartado Pastal 5-595, 06500, Mexico D.F

Colombia: Apartado Aereo 11430, Bogota 1, DE.

United Kingdom, rest of Europe and the Middle East: P.O, Box 111, Borehamwood,
Herts , WD6 1LU England

Zimbabwe P O Box U A 30 Union Ave., Harare

South Afrrca- P O, Box 1060, Johannesburg, Republic of South Africa 2000

Ghana P.O, Box 9617, Kotoka Int. Airport, Accra

Kenya and the rest of East and Central Afrca P.O Box 47135, Nairobi, Kenya

Mauritius and other Indian Ocean Isles: P O. Box 888, Port Lous, Mauritius

MNgenia: PME. 21006 1006, |keja, Lagos State, Nigena

Australia, India, Srr Lanka and Southeast Asia: G P Q. Box 345, Sydney, N5W 2001, Australia

New Zealand and Pacific Isles: P.O. Box 2709 Auckland 1, New Zealand

The Phiippines: P.O. Box 1111, M.C.C., Makati, Metro Manila, Philippines 3117

Carnbbean: P.O. Box 6063, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00936

Swiizerland: Case Postale 10, 91 rue de la Servette, CH-1211, Geneva 7

Scandinawvia: Box 2513 Solli, Oslo 2, Norway

Be sure to notify us immediately of any change in your address Please include your o/d mailing label and your
new address. U.S. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Youth 83, Box 111, Pasadena, Calif.,, 91123.

COVER: Youth 83 looks at music in three articles this issue. The first, ""There's Music in the
Air . .. (But What Does It Say?),”" starts on page 3. Photo by Nathan Faulkner.

Letters

‘*“ ... Everybody’s Doing It?”’

I just now finished reading [“Are You
Sure Everybody’s Doing 1t?”, December
Youth 82]. 1 can certainly relate to what
you have said and wish I had known what
[ know now. As a teenager, my parents

.. would not speak of “such things.”
What I learned, | received from school
chums and older friends.

When I heard some of the things that
younger children should learn, I was very
upset and would not even speak with my
father for some time. I have found out
first hand that learning certain things
along the sexual line late in teens 1s very
difficult to accept. It is much easier and
natural to learn these things at a young
age.

You are so right in what you have said
to “Cindy.” She is a very lucky girl to
learn about the correct way to handle
feelings and to hear good advice with a
very good reason.

Dale Apperson
Pasadena, Calif.

Thankful instead of wishing

Thank you for the article “Is It Wrong
to Be a Cultured Individual?” in the
October-November issue of Youth 82. It
helped me to realize that we should be
thankful for everything that we have now
instead of wishing of having this and that
or what not.

We should really be thankful for what
we have because it could be a lot worse,
and everything i1s just temporary so we
may as well enjoy 1t while 1t lasts. [ am
really looking forward to the return of
Christ when we can all live together in
real peace and understanding.

I really enjoy reading Youth 82 and
look forward to receiving it. It helps me to
understand better.

Helga Bruneski
Kent, Wash.

Best article to discourage
smoking

After reading the October-November
issue, I felt I must write and thank you
for publishing such a great magazine.
Two of the articles (I feel) deserve the
spotlight: “Smoking, Stop Before You
Start” by Michael Snyder and ** ‘I Heard
You Were Still Alive ... by Norman
Shoalf.

The first article is the best article to
discourage smoking with very well proven
facts that I've ever read. 1 was never so
encouraged to write letters by anybody;

so I must thank Mr. Shoaf for his
(Continued on page 10)



Is God Fair?

Why has God permitted 6,000 years of human woe and suffering?

ook at the world
today! War, fam-
ine, pestilence!
Poverty, inequality,
hunger, want! Sick-
ness, disease, suffer-
ing, death! Crime,
graft, dishonesty,
corruption! Insanity,
degeneration, decay!
Unhappiness, fear,
wretchedness and
woe!

How, so many are
asking, can a supreme,
all-powerful God of
LOVE permit 1t?

WHY does God allow

wrong governments?
WHY 1s He permitting
civilization itself to crum-
ble?

Is God FAIR?
Listen! Some men are

By Herbert W. Armstrong

have lived in defiance of
God’s laws. Had God
denied them this right to
be wrong, men would
have accused God of
injustice, demanding
freedom to follow their
own ways.

God’s plan has for its
purpose the creating of
perfect CHARACTER In
beings who are separate
entities from God yet
members of the very
Family of God. Character
cannot be created auto-
matically by fiat — 1t
must be developed
through experience!

Nor could character be
instilled without free
moral agency. To achieve
this great purpose — that
of producing the supreme
pinnacle of all God’s
creation, sons of God
having perfect character
— man has to be con-

saying, “God isn’t fair!”
— or “‘Is there a God, after all?”’
But what do you suppose men
would say if God took away their
right to think and do as they
please? For God could never stop
this awful carnage without FORC-
ING men to act according to His
will — denying them a free will of
their own!

It 1s men’s ways, so contrary to
God’s ways, that have brought on
this unhappy state. And they have
brought on all the world’s sorrows
and anguish in spite of the
pleadings of God. He says, “Your
ways are not my ways.”

God’s ways, had they been
followed, would have led inevita-
bly to peace, happiness, prosperity

and joy. God always has revealed
to men His ways. Always He has
pleaded with the human family.

Suppose God had taken the
only alternative. Suppose He had
FORCED men, against their wills,
to have lived according to His
laws?

Can’t you almost hear the
defiant, rebellious, stiff-necked
human race indignantly scream-
ing at the Almighty, “You can’t
cram your religion down my
throat!”” For it /s a matter of
religion. Can’t we see that, had
God followed that course, more
than ever men would have
shouted, “GoOD ISN’T FAIR!™

For nearly 6,000 years men

vinced, of his own free
will, that God’s laws are JusT, and
that His ways are the only right
ways for man! Man must turn to
them, voluntarily! This lesson
could be learned only by EXPERI-
ENCE!

In the beginning, Satan ap-
peared to contest the wisdom of
God’s law. This law is, simply, LOVE
for God and love for neighbor, as
defined in the 10 broad principles of
the Ten Commandments. A funda-
mental, spiritual, eternal law. The
philosophy Christ taught 1s that it 1s
more blessed to GIVE than to receive.
But Satan argued for the GETTING
way. Competition, he argued, is the
lifeblood of activity. Self-desire pro-
vides incentive to endeavor. Vanity
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The Creator God

““is not the author
of confusion” ...
Its real author

is Satan,

the world’s god!

spurs to action. And so, in Satan’s
philosophy, self-desire, competition,
strife, provide the root-principle for
accomplishment. The way of GET-
TING 1s the way to progress and
advancement.

Had not God permitted this
selfish way to be tried, tested and
demonstrated, God’s creatures
could argue throughout eternity
that they had been denied the
better way.

The devil’s week

And so God turned over to
Satan the first six days of ONE
WEEK, consisting of seven 1,000-
year days, in which to demon-
strate the falsity of this way —
the way of greed.

During the first six days of this
week of 7,000 years Satan was
permitted to retain DOMINION
over all the earth. “Six days,”
God said, “thou shalt labor and do
all thy work™ — his work of
deception and hate — “‘but the
SEVENTH day is the sabbath of the
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not
do any work.” Six 1,000-year days
have been permitted Satan for his
labor of DECEPTION. Even then
his dominion has been limited to
the power of influence and
suggestion. Never has God per-
mitted even Satan arbitrarily to
force men against their wills.

And so for 6,000 years men
have been left free to accept the
self-seeking, competitive philoso-
phy of Satan, or to follow the
Golden Rule of God. And for
6,000 years Satan has labored.
And mankind has fallen for his
delusion!

Satan’s philosophy 1s the phi-
losophy of the world today. On i1t
our present civilization has been
built. A civilization men love and
cherish, and for which they
patriotically sacrifice their lives!
A civilization developed on desire
for self-gain, competition, strife!
In it success 1s determined by
HOW MUCH a man has been able to
GET, not on how well he has
served.

God has never left men 1in
ignorance of the TRUE way of life.
Always He has made known the
true values — the way of His
spiritual law of love! Continually
God has pleaded, with patience
and 1n love. He set up a nation of
His own on earth, pledged to
follow His laws, dedicated volun-
tarily to God’s ways of life. But
Israel turned from God’s ways,
and persecuted and killed God’s
prophets!

God sent His only begotten Son
to point men back to the true
paths. And Him, too, men
rejected and killed!

During these 6,000 years since
Adam, men continually have
spurned God’s love, rejected His
law, turned a deaf ear to His
prophets and His true ministers.
They have built a world after the
false philosophy of Satan, replete
with its pagan customs, traditions
and beliefs. Today people are
hopelessly engulfed in these false
ways, but, being deceived, realize
it not at all!

Satan is revealed as the “GobD
of this world” (II Corinthians
4:4). The original inspired Greek
should properly be translated ““the
god of rhis AGE.”” And this
worldly civilization worships 1its
GoD. The appalling fact unreal-
ized by the world 1s that Satan,
not the Eternal, 1s its god! The
Creator God ““1s not the author of
confusion,” we read in I Corin-
thians 14:33. Its real author 1s

Satan, the world’s god! And so he
has his many denominations and
sects, all striving in a babylon of
confusion!

The devil’s work

There is just one thing, it
seems, that Satan’s ministers can
agree upon. “God’s LAW,” they
chorus in unison, ‘1S DONE
AWAY!” Yes, they have to tell that
in order to draw their salaries!
Today the people of organized
religion refuse to HEAR the law of
the Lord (Isaiah 30:8-11). They
demand that their ministers
preach the soft and smooth things
— the deceits! They have turned
away from the TRUTH, and are
accepting and believing FABLES
(Il Timothy 4:2-4). They are
BITTER against God’s law, and
against the few who have courage
today to proclaim the PLAIN
TRUTH of God’s Word!

Yes, Satan has organized reli-
gion. He himself appears, not as a
devil with horns and a tail,
bearing a pitchfork, but *‘is
transformed into AN ANGEL OF
LIGHT” (Il Corinthians 11:14).
His ministers are transformed as
the ministers of righteousness,
appearing AS the apostles of
Christ! (verses 13, 15). But they
are preaching “‘another Jesus”
(verse 4), in the power of
“another spirit,”” and deceiving
men with “another gospel’” than
the true Gospel of the Kingdom
that Christ brought and Paul and
all the apostles preached! (Gala-
tians 1:6-7).

Satan’s congregations go in for
much FORM. ““Having a FORM of
godliness, but denying the POWER
thereof: from such turn away,”
plainly warns God’s Word! (II
Timothy 3:5). The present world-
ly order — its competitive princi-
ples, its customs and traditions, 1ts
political systems — arc upheld by
Satan’s churches within every
land! Truly, ALL nations are

deceived! (Revelation 17:2,
18:3).
Jesus Christ appeared 1,900

years ago as a messenger bearing a
message from God. He brought to
an unhappy world steeped in false

(Continued on page 22)
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There’s Music

in the Air.
(But What Does It Say?)

usic 1S an 1n-

fluential force.

It not only can
reflect moods and feel-
ings, 1t can help create
them.

[ts ability to play on
emotions has long been
employed by movie-mak-
ers. Think about the last
movie you have seen.
What would 1t have been
like without any music?

The spoken word by itself
can, of course, stir feelings
and passions. But when
words are combined with
music, the effect can be
profound. For decades radio
and TV advertisers sold their
products to the tunes of
catchy jingles. Everything from
deodorants to automobiles had an
appropriate ditty that stuck in
people’s minds, influencing their
purchasing decisions.

Music has been used to carry
patriotic or political messages.
Nations have been roused to war
by the words of stirring songs.

You see, when words are
added to music, the words can
have a much stronger effect on
the minds of the hearers than
the same words without music.
That 1s why we need to be
concerned about the words

By Clayton Steep

e

accompanying the music we
listen to.

ook at all the music available
today, whether it was written
hundreds of years ago, or wheth-
er it 1s on the charts now. The
message of some of this music is
good; but some of it will point
you in directions you don’t want
to go. Let’s look first at a few
fairly recent examples. But you
probably know of some that are
much worse than these:

* “We don’t need no educa-
tion/We don’t need no thought
control.”

Schoolteachers are not
having an easy time teaching
grammar these days. Why
should 1t be easy when many
songs make a special
attempt to use poor gram-
mar? Thus one song insists,
*“] ain’t did nothin” te
you/ ... I ain’t dumb, I
ain’t stupid™!

® “Anarchy 1n the U.K.,”
which appeared several
years ago, boasted about
being an anarchist. Its domi-
nant theme: “I 'want to
destroy.”

® “Responsibility to me is
a tragedy/I’ll get a job some
other time,” another song
exclaims.

® One piece of music
highlights the following
activities: being kicked out
of nearly every bar, spending time
in jail for speeding through town,
fighting with guns and knives,
“messing ‘round’” with another
person’s wife, throwing one’s boss
out of a window, getting fired,
hot wiring and taking a city truck
on a joy ride that ends by turning
the truck over on the mayor’s
lawn, and beating someone “‘half
to death.”

So much of popular music puts:
a wrong emphasis on sex. One.
song of desire includes such=
phrases as *‘I can’t resist,” “IustE
begs,” “‘willpower disappears,” s

wer

SGthan Fau

B
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“feed the feel,”” “‘a demon living
deep inside,” “‘ecstasy lives but
sanity dies.”

Before a record is put on the
market the music industry con-
ducts tests to predict which songs
will be the most profitable. One
invelved in testing teenage
response to songs volunteered: "It
doesn’t hurt to have some sexy
words. The little girls and boys
really go for sexy words.”

Seems to me I've heard that
song before . ..

“You’ll ruin me/Let me go
now, baby, please do..."”

Words from a current hit? No.
Words from a sexy song of the
16th century!

Not every song sung today 1s
decadent or objectionable. Nei-
ther were all of the songs sung in
past ages wholesome and good.
Far from it. In 1698 Jeremy
Collier observed in 4 Short View
of the Immorality and Profane-
ness of the English State: “Mu-
sic 1s almost as dangerous as
gunpowder; and it may be
requires looking after no less than
the press, or the mint. °Tis
possible a public regulation might
not be amiss.”

But there are some important
differences between past ages
and today. For one thing, we
have the electronic media.
Radios and cassette players are
everywhere.

Hundreds of years ago, the
only ones hearing a suggestive
song would be those in the
immediate presence of the sin-
ger while he was singing. Chil-

4  YOUTH 83

dren and young people probably

wouldn’t be a part of the
audience. Even if they did
overhear the song, they couldn’t
hear it again until the singer
himself repeated it.

But that’s no longer the case.
Now, thanks to recording and
broadcasting technology a song
can be repeated any number of
times. Not only that, but
decadent music from a single
musician can be heard by every
child and young person in the
land. All that is needed is access
to a radio or record store.

In this article we are mainly
discussing the message of a song
— its lyrics — not necessarily the
beat or volume at which it 1is
performed. Still, any adults
inclined to believe that it is only
the music with today’s rock
rhythm that is harmful have
perhaps forgotten what songs of
the prerock generation or the
nonrock genre really say. For
example, how many teenagers
entered into disastrous marriages
to the encouragement of the
lilting refrain ““They try to tell us
we're too young’?

Who is to blame?

Who 1is responsible for the
large amount of degenerate
music today? An executive of
RCA Records observed: “These
singers didn’t invent sex. It’s
part of life. Singers are only
expressing what people are
doing all around us.”

Maybe so. But those in the
lucrative recording and broad-
casting industry cannot shove all

the blame off on the public.
After all, they are a part of the
“public.” A vast army of pro-
moters is hired by the multimil-
lion dollar recording business.
Their job is to *‘sell” hits.

A successful record producer
confided, “A certain sound IS
pushed, and people get used to 1t
and accept it — not because
they want it, but because it’s
there.”™

It’s a cycle that feeds on
itself. A song is released. It
appeals to human nature and
reflects the mixed-up way of life
many are living. People buy the
music and thus create a demand
for more. And more is forth-
coming because people in the
business love one sound 1n
particular, the jingle of coins
and the rustle of bills flowing
their way. That is music to their
cars!

But let’s understand more
deeply what is behind today’s
wave of sensual music.

There’s music in the air

Many chapters in the Bible,
especially the Psalms, were songs
written to be sung to musical
accompaniment.

The ultimate source of good
music is God Himself. It was He
who put in His creatures the
ability to produce and enjoy
music. The first song there is any
record of was joyfully sung by
millions of angelic beings when
God created the earth (Job 338:4,
7).

Some of those very angelic
beings who sang in celestial



chorus later followed Lucifer in
rebellion against God. They
became demons. Lucifer became
Satan. Their nature was now
fixed to do evil. Everything they
did had become twisted and
perverted. They chose to be evil.

Until the Messiah Jesus comes
to replace him, Satan is allowed
to rule this world (II Corinthians
4:4, Revelation 12:9). He 1s called
the ““prince of the power of the
air’ (Ephesians 2:2) because he
“broadcasts™ his malicious moods
and attitudes into human minds.
It 1s particularly directed to
stirring up in people the lusts and
desires of the flesh (verse 3).
Satan’s wicked sway is partly
responsible for all that is wrong in
the world.

That includes degenerate
songs! The deluge of songs
emphasizing self-gratification,
promiscuous sex, rebellion and
the acceptance of evil not only has
Satan’s approval, but his active
backing. There is no attempt to
hide the satanic theme of some
music (“Their Satanic Majesties
Request,” *““Sympathy for the
Devil,” “Dancing with Mr. D.”).
Symbols of the occult and devil
worship often appear on album
covers.

A well-known singer who died
of a drug overdose said music
hypnotizes people, ‘““and when
you get people at that weakest
point you can preach into the
subconscious what we want to
say.”

The whole subject of what
music to listen to 1s a matter of
making right decisions, of pro-

tecting your mind from harmful
influences.

In the world tomorrow there
will be music and singing. Lots
of 1it. But it will all be edifying
and uplifting. Language — spo-

(Continued on page 26)

Music is everywhere today — by
turning a radio dial you can probably
pick up quite a variety. It would be
hard to imagine a world without music
and all the enjoyment it provides.
(Photos by, from left, Scott Smith,
Michael Snyder, Tom Hanson and
Warren Watson)

Impressions of a

Rock Critic

Hcr hair, tinted the color
of carrots, lay flat against
her skull except for the ran-
domly spaced spots where she
allowed it to pop up like rigid
orange antennae.

Adorned with several crosses
and Nazi emblems, the woman,
Nina Hagen, prowled the stage
and assaulted her capacity
crowd with shrieks, whoops
and demented operatic wails.

Onlookers in the packed
Hollywood club either danced
the Spaz, laughed out loud or
tried to avoid looking nervous.

When Nina, an East German
native who calls herself “Bud-
dah No. 5, launched into
“Taitschi-Tarot” (sample lyric:
“I will find the spiritual direc-
tor one day’’), my personal
blasphemy barometer regis-
tered an overload. That’s when
[ began squirming toward the
exit, gingerly sidestepping the
people who looked as though

they had just slithered out of
my worst nightmare.

After attending more than
300 concerts — pop, rock, folk,
jazz, punk, new-wave this
show was the first where 1, the
seen-it-all-before critic, felt
obligated to walk out because of
objectionable subject matter.

Fortunately, I was on vaca-
tion when Ozzy Osbourne’s
ghoulish show rolled through
Los Angeles, Calif. Perhaps
you have already heard a few
Ozzy stories. Regrettably, they
are true.

He really did chew off the
head of a dove during a board
meeting of record company
executives. Months later, 1n an
attempt to outgross himself, he
munched off a bat’s head,
which led to a visit to a rabies
treatment clinic.

Considering the success
spawned by such antics, the

(Continued on page 27)
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Resources

By George Hague

il 1s hidden under the
earth — billions of
gallons of it. And in
today’s world, oil 1s big
money.

That o1l has tremendous
potential, but if it 1S never
tapped, it i1s worthless. Instead
of powering automobiles and
factories, it would remain unus-
able underground. All of that
potential would go to waste.

Did you know that you — like
oil — are a natural resource?
Each human being is an oil well
of ability and talent. The problem
is locating, tapping, refining and

£ using each person’s oil.
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Every human has natural abili-
ties to one degree or another.
What are some of your talents?
Perhaps you don’t know even half
of them. The way to discover
them is to try different activities.
When drilling for oil, the explor-
ers do not know how much oil
they will discover, or whether
they will find any in that area.
But they might find the biggest
field of the century. It could be
the same with one of your talents.
If you never drill that first well,
you’ll never know.

What if you do find that talent?
Suppose you have the potential to
be good at music. Despite natural
ability, however, at the first sight
of a piano not too many people play

like the late Arthur Rubin-
stein. In fact, if a person could
play a simple song like ““Mary
Had a Little Lamb” perfectly
at first try, he would be
considered a prodigy! A pianist
must develop his talent before
he can play a Brahms’ con-
certo. He must develop it, or
he wastes 1t.

The same goes for athletes.
Why do professional athletes
practice so much? They real-
ize that they have to develop
their talents still further. For
example, the top professional
tennis players are constantly
trying to improve their play.
Their talent is like raw oil.
They refine it to a higher
grade.

What about your talents?
No matter how much natural
ability you have, it has to be
developed. It has to be refined
l[ike oi1l. Development comes
through training and education.

But isn’t refining your natural
talents a complex process? Isn’t
there more to it than that? If it is
easy, why aren’t more people
tremendous successes?

The truth of the matter 1s that
success can be difficult to obtain.
To set a high, difficult goal and to
accomplish it takes much plan-
ning and purpose. But you have
to start someplace. And the very
basic place to start is to find your
natural talents.

What if Arthur Rubinstein had
never tried his hand at the piano?
What if Bjorn Borg never picked
up a tennis racket? Incredible
amounts of talent would have
gone to waste.

Remember, you are a natural
resource — an untapped oil well!
You have inherent talents. But
you have to tap and refine them.

[f you are interested in refining
your talents, interested in setting
goals with them, interested In
success, write for our free booklet
The Seven Laws of Success.
Herbert W. Armstrong, the found-
er and editor of Youth 83, wrote
the booklet after many years of
experience. It is a proven formula
that we will give you free of
charge.

Here’s to your success! [
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‘Come On,

Make Up Your Mind’

Decisions are tough to make — especially under pressure.
Here are some practical guidelines you can use.

ecisions, deci-

sions. Life 1s

full of deci-
S10NS.

We make literally
thousands of decisions
each day — most of them
subconsciously. In fact,
you’re making a decision
right now — whether or
not to read this article.

Some decisions are easy
— like deciding whether or
not you like brussels
sprouts. Others are harder
— like deciding what you
want to do after you finish
high school. And if you add
an element of pressure such
as time limits or a friend
influencing you, decision
making can be pretty tough
sometimes.

How are you at making
decisions? Do you some-
times regret a choice you made?
If you find that a lot of your
decisions have a way of boomer-
anging back to haunt you, then
here are some practical points to
consider.

The first rule of thumb to
follow in good decision making is
to avoid being hasty. As it says in
Proverbs 21:5, “The plans of the
diligent lead to profit as surely as
haste leads to poverty” (New
International Version through-

By Dan Taylor

homework or to study for a test.
They are quick to say yes to an
opportunity to avoid what they
know they should be doing. And
as a result, their hasty decisions
cause their grades to suffer. But
remember, grades are important
if you plan to attend college,
especially if you might need
financial aid from scholarships.
You can avoid problems with
your schoolwork and strengthen
your position for the future by
simply thinking through the deci-

advice. Proverbs 15:22 says,
“Plans: fail fer ldack iof
counsel, but with many
advisers they succeed.”

Teenage years present
many tough choices. Ca-
reer. Dating. Sex. Drugs.
Where do you go for the
answers? Now think about
it. If your first thoughts
turn to your friends, maybe
you're being too hasty. Why
should friends who are the
same age as you have any
better answers than you can
come up with?

If your purpose i1s to get
good, sound advice — and
not just somebody to agree
with you go to your
parents, your minister, an
older brother or sister or a
teacher you respect. Borrow
a little bit of their experi-
ence. You’ll probably find
that your parents and other
adults have gone through the
same things that you are going
through. And in most cases, their
advice can help you to avoid many
of the mistakes that they made.

The third consideration in
decision making is to avoid
sticking with a bad decision. Once
again, there is some sound advice
in the Bible. In Proverbs 27:12 it
says, ‘“The prudent see danger
and take refuge, but the simple
keep going and suffer for it.”
Have you ever been invited to a
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out). sions you make. Learn to recog-  party only to find that when you |

Many teens, for example, can nize the consequences of your arrive, it’s not the party that was |
find themselves in trouble decisions. Don’t be hasty! described to you? There are no [
because they have neglected their A second guideline is to get (Continued on page 22) |
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Will Your

Career Gompute?

® [t had to happen

sooner or later. This year e

Time magazine’s annual
“Man of the Year” isn’t
a man. It’s the computer.

Really it’s not surprising. The
computer is having a major impact
on our world today — from
government, to business, to the
home. What effect will it have on
you and your career possibilities?

Business experts say that
computers will affect nearly every
job field in the future. That is why
almost 40 percent of American
teenagers are planning a
computer-oriented career, according
to a 1981 Gallup poll.

High schools, junior high schools
and even elementary schools now
offer computer classes to anticipate
the explosion.

Computer and related jobs are
expected to rise to 2.14 million in
the United States alone by 1990,
according to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics. The number is
already 1.16 million.

Not all computer related jobs are
highly technical. Some artists in the
printing field now use computers in
their work. So do secretaries, office
managers, policemen and telephone
operators, just to mention a few.

If you are in high school, perhaps
_ you should think about the
- education needed to work with
computers Most cXperts agree that

a foundation in math is required.

o After you graduate from high
f; school, some trade schools and
< junior colleges offer excellent

training.

Remember, people
generally use computers to
assist in other work, so don’t
disregard other subjects in school.
The power of computers is to
improve efficiency on various jobs,
not replace them.

The technology 1s here.
Thousands of teenagers already play
computer video games. Soon these
teens may be working with
computers full time in the careers
of the '80s. — By George
Hague O

® Have you walked by a rack of
records in a store recently? Perhaps
you feel your wallet pinching you as

you look at the prices and see $8.95,

$9.95 or even $18.95 for a
long-playing album. You might
think, Boy, those record companies
sure are making a lot of money!

In reality, though, the companies
are not doing as well as they have in
the past. The growth the record
industry had enjoyed in the past 25
years peaked, and since 1979 there

THAT
AFFECTS
YOU

Record Industry
Singing the Blues

has been a downward trend in
record sales.

Yet music is still a huge industry.
In the United States, about 147
million single records and 273

> million LPs (long-playing albums)

were shipped last year.

In fact, if you took all of the
records sold last year and laid them
side by side they would circle the
carth about three times!

The value of records and tapes
shipped to stores for sale within the
United States topped $3.6 billion in
1981. Even though that seems like a
lot of money, the record industry is
facing problems.

In an effort to cut some of its
record prices by half, and thus
stimulate increased sales, CBS
Records announced that 1t 1s
releasing cight one-sided singles.
The company is hoping that people
will be interested in the lower price
in spite of getting only one song.

Recession and inflation, along
with the decline in sales, are hitting
the industry hard. However, some
feel the biggest problem facing
the record industry is home
taping.

Estimates run as high as
$800 million lost because of
home taping and counterfeits.
In an attempt to recover some

of this loss, record companies would
like to see a levy enforced on blank
tapes. — By RHon Toth O

Kremlin to Gool
Western Fads?

® I[magine what it would be like
to be a teenager in the Soviet
Union. Think of all the things from
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