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Letters

Picked on by bullies

| would like to thank you for your
article in the December issue, “Hurt
Feelings? Who Needs Them?” because |
get picked on in school, and 1 understand
how hard it is for someone not to be
paranoid and physically hurt, especially if
you aren’t liked by bullies.

Pcople who pick on me do not realize
what they are doing and so when they hit
me, | never hit back at them because I
know that vengeance is for God to repay
and not for me, and also if I did hit back
at them, | would probably get hurt.

| pray about every day that they won't
even see me and won't bother me. I know
that they won't if I pray and have faith n
God and believe what He says.

Name Withheld
Kentucky

Encouraging new outlook

I'm 15 years of age. 1 would like to
thank you for your [magazines]. They
are encouraging and lately they're giving
me a new outlook and a reason to look
through the pages of my life and see
where | have messed up.

Your “Dear Youth 83" letters help me
a lot also. I sometimes have the same
problems.

Cozzie Burrus
Lawton, Okla.

Prison library

| really enjoyed your Youth &83
October-November issue. I happened to
pick your magazine up by stopping at the
library here at the prison. [ like the
manner in which you address certain
issues in your Youth 83 magazine,
keeping God in the minds of the young
people, and good healthy morals as far
greater than just . .. loose sex, etc. Keep
up the good work!

Name Withheld

Pennsylvania

Essay contest winner
['m 16 years old and I'd like to say that
Youth 83 has been a great inspiration to
my life. I'm the president of the Baptist
Southern District in Texas. | entered a
religious essay contest three years
straight and with the help and guidance
of Youth 83, I've placed third twice and,
by the grace of God, I placed first the
last time. It is a blessing as well as a
privilege to have people such as you all to
help us understand the wonderous works
of God.
Partina Prear
Galveston, Tex.



Love,Marriage and Sex

Was Sex

Really

Necessary!

By Herbert W. Armstrong

We have covered, in recent issues, two vital purposes relating to sex in
humans — procreation and marriage. But now comes the question: Did
these really require sex? Part seven of a series.

arriage and family

life are necessary

in humans because
babies and growing chil-
dren need the tender care,
loving instruction, disci-
pline and warm afiection of
a father and a mother.

But there 1s another equally
vital need for the marriage
relationship within the family
and home. And this vital need
required a right sexual rela-
tionship totally unrecognized
today. So we ask:

Could not God have devised
some other means of generation
than SEx? And would not the
marriage and family relationship
be happier without SEX?

The ‘‘chaste severity’’ of
church fathers

The formulators of early Chris-
tian thought would have an-
swered the above two questions in

the affirmative. Referring to
these founders of traditional
teaching, Edward Gibbon says, in
chapter 15 of his famous The
Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire: “The chaste severity of
the fathers in whatever related to
the commerce of the sexes flowed
from the same principle — their
abhorrence of every enjoyment
which might gratify the sensual,
and degrade the spiritual nature
of man.”

Their favorite opinion, contin-
ues Mr. Gibbon, was that if there
had been no *“‘fall,”” Adam would
have lived forever in a state of
virgin purity. Paradise might
have been peopled, not by ““de-
grading’ sex, but by some harm-
less mode of vegetation.

Apparently God made a terri-
ble mistake when He created sex.
That is, in the ““chaste severity”
thinking of those Catholic
fathers!

“By them,”’ continues Mr.
Gibbon, “the use of marriage was
permitted only to the fallen

posterity, as a necessary expe-
dient to continue the human
species.”

Mr. Gibbon speaks of these
men, as “‘unwilling to approve an
institution [marriage| which they
were compelled to tolerate.” And,
further, ““Since desire was
imputed as a crime, and marriage
was tolerated as a defect, it was
consistent with the same princi-
ples to consider a state of celibacy
as the nearest approach to the
Divine perfection.”

Poor souls! Ignorant of the
biblical revelation that God (He-
brew, Elohim) 1s a FAMILY —
ignorant of the truth of the
Kingdom of God — these men
misunderstood the very GOD-
PLANE relationship of the Eternal!
The fruits of that teaching have
been an indescribably enormous
MOUNTAIN of human woe and
misery!

What was wrong about mar-
riage, they reasoned, was not the
ceremony or the state of marriage
— but the use of sex in marriage!
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How much better would marriage
have been, without sex!

And that 1s the BIG QUESTION
to be settled once and for all in
this article! Was SEX necessary
for the God-plane marriage and
family relationships? Could we
not have had these without SEX?

WHY was sex necessary, any-
way? Why not some intellectual
way, free from passion and sex, of
producing offspring?

Satanic origin

This pagan concept was Satan-
inspired (I Timothy 4:1-3). It
simply means this:

Satan is an individual being,
with NO POWER TO REPRODUCE
HIMSELF. Satan is deprived of
FAMILY RELATIONSHIP. God, on
the other hand, LS the divine
FamiLy — Father, Son and those
begotten by the Holy Spirit to be
born into 1t. God has bestowed on
mankind the privileges of FAMILY,
and of reproducing our Kkind,
bringing our human offspring
into our human FAMILIES.

Satan resents this! So Satan
palms himself off as the Gop of
this world (Il Corinthians 4:4).

The true God — the Eternal
CREATOR — pictures Himself, in
His Word, as the divine FAMILY,
and bestows on man the privileges
of reproduction and family rela-
tionship. Satan represents God’s
system of reproduction as being
wrong. He deceived the world for
hundreds of years into believing
marital LOVE through SEX is a
corroding, contaminating thing.

The ‘“New Morality’’ concept

Today, worldwide REVOLT has
set 1n against the repressive
““‘chaste severity’” of the “‘fa-
thers.” The formulators of the
modern permissiveness see only
one thing — that repression,
passively adopted but not prac-
ticed by Protestants, became
intolerable. The sex-is-evil atti-
tude had to go.

The medieval concept down-
graded the God-plane MARRIAGE
and FAMILY relationships below
asceticism. The “New Morality™
threatens to abolish these divine
institutions! Satan was subtilely
deceiving the medieval world. He
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1s just as cunningly deceiving the
“New Morality” modern world
today!

Instead of coming to the true
MEANING and PURPOSES and right
USES of sex, they blindly swung to
the opposite extreme of declaring
ANY USE OF SEX IS GOOD NOT
EviL! Therefore, says the modern
revolt: “Let’s USE IT — freely —
in or out of marriage — perverted
or otherwise — DOWN WITH ALL
RESTRAINTS! Let’s LIVE IT UP!™

So, in the present moral rebel-
lion, labeling IMmorality *‘the
New Morality,” marriage has lost
whatever meaning or sanctity it

In the present
moral rebellion,
labeling
IMmorality “the
New Morality,”’
marriage has
lost whatever

meaning or
sanctity

it had.

Its very existence
is threatened.

had. Its very existence is threat-
ened.

Now we have seen, in the
preceding articles in this series,
that there is vital and deep-rooted
MEANING to the MARRIAGE 1nsti-
tution, and to the establishment
of HOME and FAMILY life.

But the BIG question of the
present article is: Was SEX really
necessary for the high and noble
God-plane relationship of the
marriage state, and the institution
of home and family? Could not
these have been more enjoyable,
more pure and clean, more
richteous — and better for
humanity — without sex?

To answer this BIG question

about sex, we need to look further
into the FAMILY relationship that
constitutes the KINGDOM OF
Gop, and the betrothal relation-
ship between CHRIST and the
CHURCH.

Love relationships

God has given mankind the
institutions of marriage, and
family, to prepare us for an
ETERNITY of happiness and joy in
His Kingdom — His FAMILY!

Just wHAT, then, i1s the very
basis and foundation of the
FAMILY RELATIONSHIP?

That basis 1S LOVE!

Of all the CHARACTER ATTRI-
BUTES of God, the very first,
greatest and most important is
LOVE! Above all, Gop IS LOVE!
(1 John 4:8, 16).

The very first of the attributes
of God — expressed in the fruits
of His Holy Spirit in man — is
LOVE (Galatians 5:22). When this
very God-life is infused within us,
by His Spirit, it is ‘‘the LOVE OF
Gop . . . shed abroad 1n our
hearts by the Holy [Spirit]”
(Romans 5:5, Authorized Version
throughout).

Thus, in first begetting us, God
infuses within us the divine GIFT
of His [ove! The divine FAMILY
RELATIONSHIP 1S a LOVE relation-
ship. The tie that holds the divine
Family together i1s the tie of
LOVE!

To those thus begotten of God,
converted by His Spirit, Christ
says through John: “Behold, what
manner of LOVE the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should
be called THE sONS OF GOD. ..
Beloved, now are we the sons of
God [begotten], and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be
[when born]: but we know that,
when he [Christ] shall appear, we
shall be like him: for we shall see
him as he is”” (1 John 3:1-2).

Even now, converted begotten
sons of God have spiritual FEL-
LOWSHIP WITH THE FATHER and
with the Son, Christ (I John
1:3).

So the FAMILY relationship,
both on the divine plane, and 1n
the human type, now, 1S a LOVE
relationship and GOD IM-
PLANTS WITHIN HIS BEGOTTEN




CHILDREN His divine love TO
EQUIP THEM FOR THAT DIVINE
LOVE relationship.

Likewise, the betrothal Hus-
band-and-wife-to-be relationship
between CHRIST and THE
CHURCH 1is a LOVE relationship.

Notice, again, God’s teaching
that MARRIAGE on the present
human level is to be a LOVE
relationship, just as i1s Christ’s
relationship to His Church:

“Husbands, LOVE your wives,
even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for
it ...that it should be
holy and without blem-
ish. So ought men to
love their wives as their
own bodies. . . . For this
cause shall a man leave
his father and mother,
and shall be joined unto
his wife, and they two
shall be one flesh™
(Ephesians 5:25-31).

For what cause shall a
man marry a wife? For
what PURPOSE? For that
of LOVE!

The betrothal rela-
tionship between Christ
and the Church — of
which marriage between
humans is the type — is
a LOVE relationship.
Husbands are to love
their wives “‘even as
Christ also loved the
church, and gave him-
self for it.”

But notice again! To
Adam and Eve 1n the

Garden in Eden, God
gave SEX as the cause for
marriage — as did Jesus In

Matthew 19: “He ... made them
male and female, and said, For
this cause’” shall a man and
woman marry (verses 4-5).
Because of SEx they shall marry.

So we have the two scriptural
reasons for marriage — for LOVE,
and because of sEx. These are not
two contradictory reasons. They
blend into ONE — to express
LOVE through SEX!

Sex was created, not only as
the means of reproduction and
bringing about a FAMILY, but, In
humans, as a means of expressing
LOVE In marriage.

So again 1 ask, just what 18
love?

And again I answer, the world
does not know!

Three kinds of love

There is more than one kind of
love. The Greeks had three words
for it — each with a different
shade of meaning.

In today’s modern world, the
meaning of LOVE has been all but
lost. It has been so romanticized,
so confused with pusT, that
people carelessly call any sex

desire or sex usec love. Usually
this 1S LUST.

Today nearly all popular songs
are falsely supposed to sing about
love. Motion pictures, television,
novels — all confuse and eroticize
love and induce society to accept
lust in the name of love.

The Greeks are more definitely
expressive. They use three words
that define love more accurately.

First is agape, which is moral
or spiritual love. This is the love
Gop expresses toward humanity.
It is the divine, spiritual love,
supplied by God’s Holy Spirit.
The natural and unconverted man
does not have this love! But God

longs to fill him with it — if he
will surrender and believe!

Second is philia and a related
form, philadelphia. This 1s the
love of friendship — brotherly
love — love of parent, or child.

Third is eros, which refers to
sexual love between husband and
wife. It means love, not lust. The
Greek language uses a different
word for lust. Eros, however, 1S a
love expressed physically, not
spiritually.

Just what, then, is love?

If 1 had to define love in four

Experimentation with “‘free love’ in the
late '60s has had a devastating impact
on the family life and sexual morality of
the '80s. (Youth 84 photo)

words, [ would say, “Love is an
unselfish outgoing concern’ for
the good and welfare of the one
loved. Love is primarily on the
giving, serving, sharing side of
the fence — not on the getting,
taking, factional, striving side. It
is not selfish.

God is Love. Consider how
God expresses love toward us who
are humans. Yes, even those who
are hostile, and rebellious toward
God: “God so loved the world,
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that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life” (John 3:16).
Jesus Christ is God — one of
the divine Persons who compose
the God Family. Notice how
Christ manifested love: “God

commendeth his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us...when we
were enemies, we were reconciled
to God by the death of his Son”
(Romans 5:8, 10).

How did Jesus Christ express

God equipped us with senses to enjoy
the sight, smell and taste of the food we
eat to stay alive.

His love for the Church? The
scripture has been quoted above
— He gave Himself for it!

Love is unselfish. It 1s not an
emotion, though it may be
expressed with an emotional con-
tent. True love combines the
rational aspect of outgoing con-
cern — desire to help, serve, give
or share¢ — along with sincere
concerned affectionate feeling.

William Graham Cole, 1n his
book Sex in Christianity and
Psychoanalysis, gives an excel-
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lent analysis of love. He draws an
interesting distinction between
true mature love and infantile
love. The latter i1s primarily
emotional, thoughtlessly selfish,
secking its own gratification. Like
“puppy love,” it does not love
another as he is, or for what he is,
but as he is imagined or romanti-
cally desired to be.

“Illusion,” says Dr. Cole, *‘is
the standard diet of infantile love.
[t is, as the poets say, blind
... Cupid appears appropriately
enough in diapers’” (for our
British readers, “‘nappies™).

Mature love, says Dr. Cole,
is not blind. **It has pro-
gressed from pabulum to
porterhouse.”

Jesus said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to
receive.”” That 1s 4 true
statement, of which nearly all
humans are ignorant. Carnal
humanity is bent on getting,
taking, having. The average
person, selfishly, is primarily
interested in gratifying the
desires of his five senses —
with no concern for others.

All sense-enjoyments
not sin

The five senses do cry out
for gratification. We humans
are composed of FLESH —
mortal flesh — MATTER. We
can receive pleasurable sensa-
tions through these five
senses. In their ““chaste sever-
ity’> the early “*Christian
fathers” deemed any pleasur-
able sensation or experience,
through the senses, to be sinful.
THAT IS EMPHATICALLY NOT
TRUE! It depends on the attitude
of mind. If it is covetous, lustful,
selfish, it 1s sinful. But if not, it
may be beneficial.

God even tells us, in His Word,
that our senses should be exer-
cised by use, so that we can
distinguish good from evil (He-
brews 5:14). Our senses were put
within our bodies to be used —
but not misused!

God created us so that we must
eat food to live. He equipped us
with the sensec of taste. God gave
us this sense so that we might
enjoy the necessity of eating. We

should, therefore, exercise our
senses to distinguish true, natu-
ral, health-building food from
those false foods that destroy
health — and then give God
thanks, and really ENJOY the
cating!

In like manner God made it
possible for us to receive great
pleasure and enjoyment of the
most upbuilding and wholesome
kind from the sense of sight. He
gave us the faculty for appreciat-
ing the beautiful. But a man can
misuse his sense of sight by
looking [ustfully at a woman.

God equipped humans with the
sense of hearing. How much
inspiring, uplifting, pleasurable
enjovment we receive from beau-
tiful music! But of course, this
sense, too, may be used for good
or for evil. Glorious music was
actually created in the archangel
we call Lucifer. But when, 1n
pride and greed, his whole char-
acter changed, and he FELL from
his estate of perfection to become
Satan, he became corrupted and
perverted in all his ways (Ezekiel
28:13, 17). Satan 1s the author of
perverted, discordant, degener-
ated modern music — of a wail, a
dirge, a moan, a squawk or a
rhythmic erotic fast beat.

IN rLoviE, God equipped
humans with the five physical
senses, to supply man with
wholesome ENJOYMENT AND
PLEASURE! But the wuse of these
senses can be turned in the wrong
direction! The privilege carries
with it the obligation of responsi-
bility. This is part of the charac-
ter-building process.

I repeat! Sin is not the thing
— but the WRONG USE of the
thing! God intended man to be
HAaPPY! It is God’s will that we
ENJOY life — that it be pleasur-
able, satisfying, wholesome, re-
warding! But God gave us minds
— and made His WORD avail-
able — to distinguish the TRUE
values from the false! Not to
decide, in our own minds, what
our selfish or lustful desire
would like to make right — but
to distinguish what God reveals
He has made right.

The right use of the five senses

(Continued on page 24)
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Your Best

elf - Defense

In a world full of crime and
violence, is there a form of self-defense
you're overlooking?

By Tom Delamater

O You CVCr WwWOrIry

about being beat up?

Or robbed, raped or mur-
dered?

Many people do. Some are
buying handguns or other weap-
ons to protect themselves. Others,
especially women concerned
about the possibility of assault or
even rape, are learning martial
arts such as judo, karate or kung
fu. Many others just worry and
wait.

How safe 1s your world?
Looking at crime statistics, we’d
have to say not very. But
how safe are you? That can
be a different story.

Strength in numbers?

Let’s say you're pretty
safety conscious already.
You’ve listened to precau-
tions from your parents and
teachers and tried to avoid
being careless. This, alone,
makes you much safer than
the average person. But it’s
still easy to be afraid in this
world of ours, 1sn’t 1t?

When you stop and think
about 1t, though, constant
worry about self-defense is
rather futile. For example, no
matter how strong we get, there’s
always the possibility someone
stronger will come along. Or,
we’ll be faced by others who have
combined forces to impose their
will upon us. That’s the idea
behind gangs, for instance —
strength in numbers.

So people form gangs to try to

dominate other gangs. Rebels
form terrorist groups to try to
overthrow governments. And
governments form armies to try
to defend themselves from, and
sometimes over-
throw, other
governments. In
each case, these
groups, 1f given
the opportunity,
will align them-
selves with other
groups 1n order
to increase their
strength — and

their ability to defend them-
selves.

The problem 1s, in each case
men must rely on other men —
and that’s not always a comfort-
able position to be in. Will they
change their minds and turn
against you? Or will the enemy
still be stronger?

Isn’t there a better form of

self-defense? The answer i1s yes!
And nowhere i1s 1t more clearly
illustrated than in a story you can
read in the pages of your Bible, in
the Old Testament book of
Daniel.

A story of survival

More than 2,500 years ago, a
king named Nebuchadnezzar
ruled over Babylon, at that time
the most powerful kingdom on
earth. The more he thought about
his power, the more Nebuchad-
neczzar thought all the world
should pay special honor to his
kingdom.

So the king ordered that a huge
statue be built — a golden 1mage
reaching nearly a hundred feet
into the sky. Dedication ceremon-
ies were announced, and all of the
men 1n high positions in the
government
were required to
attend (Daniel
3:1-3).

At the dedica-
tion, a surprising
announcement
was made. The
people were told
that when the
music began,

Guns and gangs — some forms of
‘““self-defense’’ are wrong. But is there a
right form of protection this world
overlooks?

they were all to bow before the
statue. They were also told that
anyone who refused would be
thrown into a large, roaring
furnace (verses 4-6). For most,
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this command was no problem,
because 1dol worship was custom-
ary in Babylon. But three men in
the crowd — Shadrach, Meshach
and Abed-nego — worshiped
only the true God and would not
bow before the image Nebuchad-
neczzar had set up. Even the
prospect of burning to death
could not turn these men away
from God!

When Nebuchadnezzar heard
of this, he was furious, and he
called the three men before him.
““Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, that you do not
serve my gods or worship the
image of gold I have set up? Now
when you hear the sound of
... all kinds of music, if you are
ready to fall down and worship
the image I made, very good. But
if you do not worship it, you will
be thrown immediately into a
blazing furnace. Then what god
will be able to rescue you from
my hand?’ > (Daniel 3:14, 15,
New International Version).

These three men definitely
needed an effective form of
self-defense! Given an ultimatum,
they were being threatened with
death by the man who ruled the
most powerful kingdom on earth.

Many turn to the martial arts to protect
themselves. But there is a better way!
(Photos by Hal Finch)

But note well their reaction:

“ ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we do
not need to defend ourselves
before you in this matter,” ™’ they
said. No guns? No gangs? No
kung fu?
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No, only one thing: ** ‘If we are
thrown into the blazing furnace,
the God we serve is able to save
us from it, and he will rescue us
from your hand, O king’ ” (Dan-
iel 3:16, 17, New International
Version).

Amazing! These men were not
obsessed with survival or self-
defense. They knew that to bow
before another god would mean
to disobey the true God, and that
God said He would protect them
for instead obeying Him (Exodus
20:3-6).

Notice, too, that Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego were
willing to obey God even if He
didn’t protect them (Daniel
3:18). Obedience shouldn’t occur
just because you think you're
going to get something. God
sometimes allows us to be tried
for our own good.

By this time Nebuchadnezzar
was so angry that he ordered that
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego be tied up and cast into the
fiery furnace, which had been
heated seven times hotter than
usual. After they were thrown 1n,
Nebuchadnezzar peered into the
furnace to watch the men die an
agonizing death. But he was

amazed at what he saw!

“Then King Nebuchadnezzar
was astonished; and he rose 1n
haste and spoke, saying to his
counselors, ‘Did we not cast three
men bound into the midst of the
fire?” They answered and said to
the king, ‘True, O king.’

“*‘Look!” he answered, ‘I see
four men loose, walking in the

midst of the fire; and they are not
hurt, and the form of the fourth is
like the Son of God’” (Daniel
3:24, 25).

Excited and awestruck, Nebu-
chadnezzar called for Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego to come
out of the furnace. Those present
stood transfixed as the three men
strode out of the furnace and
walked up to Nebuchadnezzar.
The king stared in wonderment,
noting that their hair and clothing
hadn’t been touched by the
flames. Nor was there even the
smell of smoke on them (verse
27). God had, indeed, protected
them.

This made a believer out of
Nebuchadnezzar, who declared
that all the people should honor
the God of Shadrach, Meshach
and Abed-nego, ““because there 18
no other God who can deliver like
this”” (Daniel 3:29).

A lesson for today

Millions of people today rely
on weapons and other forms of
self-defense because they feel
that is the only source of
protection they can have confi-
dence in. But did Jesus Christ
teach that we should be con-
cerned with retaliation as a
form of self-defense? No. He
said, ““And just as you want
men to do to you, you also do
to them likewise” (Luke
6:31). In other words, put
yourself in other people’s
shoes and treat them as you
would want to be treated.

Many people think that
biblical teaching makes
Christians defenseless in a
world filled with crime and
violence. After all, Jesus
Christ taught the concept of
turning the other cheek
(Matthew 5:39), and the
apostle Paul said, ““See that
no one renders evil for evil to
anyone’” (I Thessalonians 5:15).

But God is real, and He has the
power to intervene on our behalf
— on one condition:

“And whatever we ask’™ —
including protection — ““we
receive from Him . ..”

Why?

(Continued on page 28)
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® “My marriage and family
plans have changed. I'm not
really sure if I want children
because I'm not . . . ready to
deal with the thought
of . . . seeing them killed in a
nuclear war.”

This high school junior is
having to face up to life in a
nuclear-armed world. And, like
millions of other young people,
she’s scared and confused.

It’s such a complex and
frightening issue that many
people, in fear and frustration,
have closed their eyes to the
subject, hoping against hope that
it will just go away. But it's
awfully hard to find the solution
when your eyes are closed.

In this issue, we have broken
the subject down to just a few
of its most important parts. We
hope this will make the nuclear
issue easier to understand when
you see it on television or in the
newspapers.

But even with a complete
understanding of the issue, the
problem would still not be
solved. After decades of work,
the world’s leaders have taken
us closer to — not farther from
— nuclear suicide.

“The way of peace they know
not . . . they have made them
crooked paths: whosoever goeth
therein shall not know peace”
(Isaiah 59:8, Authorized
Version).

How will we get out of this
mess? Do the world’s leaders
know? For the answer, be sure
to read the article on page 10,
“Nuclear War: It Won't End
Like You Think!” There 1s a
way out of our nuclear
nightmare. @O

Piecing Together
the Nuclear Puzzle

S i
e e

How Ou

¢

a Nuclear Time Bomb

® How did our world reach
this frightening state? Wars
have been fought throughout
history, but it wasn’t until the
atomic bomb was developed
nearly 39 years ago that all
humanity was threatened.

Scientists exploring the
mysteries of physics early in this
century discovered incredible
forces within atoms. They knew
that this power could be
harnessed, but they just didn’t
know how.

During World War II both
sides put high priority on
unleashing this power for
destructive use. It was first used
by the United States to end the
war with Japan. Nuclear bombs
haven’t been used in war since.

These early bombs were based
on the energy released by
splitting large uranium atoms.
Later, scientists found a way to
release even greater amounts of
energy by combining hydrogen
atoms, creating the even more
destructive hydrogen bomb. This
process is the same one that
powers the sun and other stars.

The Soviet Union became the
second nation with nuclear
weapons in 1949. In the 1950s
and 1960s, tensions between the
United States and Soviet Union
grew. They both began rapidly
building nuclear weapons in an
effort to keep even with each
other.

Today there are more than
40,000 nuclear devices in the

m
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world. Most of them are in the
tips of missiles, aimed at targets
often thousands of miles away.
Many could be fired in a matter
of minutes.

In the past few years, more
than ever before in this nuclear

age, the existence of these
weapons has been the subject of
heated arguments around the
world. There are no easy
answers, even for this world’s
most brilliant leaders. — By
Mike Benneit 01

‘We Need to

Stay Armed’

®* Why do nations continue to
build nuclear weapons? One
word often used to explain this
is deterrence. What does it
mean?

“Deterrence: (n) 1. The act or
process of deterring. 2. The
maintaining of vast military
weaponry in order to discourage
war.”’

This simple idea has been
used by kings and generals from
ancient Egypt to modern
Moscow and Washington. In one
form or another, the use of
deterrence goes back thousands
of years.

This is the idea behind
deterrence: To prevent invasion,
you must convince your enemies
that you are ready to fight back
if attacked. This will make them
think twice before they attack.
By keeping your forces strong,
you avoid the need
to use them.

When talking
about the Old West,
for instance, this
might mean two
cowboys, with their
_hands on their hols-
tch, both saying,

“Try that and you’ll
be sorry.’

When talking
¢ about nuclear wezp-
>ons, the idea 1s that
- one nation will not
> attack with nuclear
sweapons 1f faced
w1th nuclear re-
Zvenge. The destruc-

8 YOUTH 84

tion it would receive outweighs
any advantages it would gain by
starting a nuclear war.

For this reason, according to
the idea of deterrence, no nation
really wants to use its nuclear
weapons. It builds them only as
insurance that other nations will
not use their nuclear weapons.

But many of the disarmament
movements aren’t so sure these
weapons won’t be used. They
feel that the mere presence of
these weapons threatens the
destruction of mankind. They
have called on world leaders to
begin taking these weapons
apart, immediately, whether or
not other nations do the same.

Most world leaders feel this
would be foolish. They feel that
as long as another nation has
missiles pointed at their country,
they can’t just throw away their
own missiles and hope that other
countries will do the same.
Instead, they have had arms
talks in an effort to reduce the
number of weapons. These talks
have had only limited success.

Nations, to survive 1n a
nuclear-armed
world, feel they
must convince their
enemies that, if
attacked by nuclear
weapons, they will
use nuclear
weapons in
retaliation.

As U.S.
President Ronald
Reagan put it: “It
is sadly ironic that
in these modern
times 1t still takes
weapons to prevent
war. I wish it did
not.” — By Ron
Toth O

#

The Bulletin

symbolizes
hovering over humanity."”

November.

of

Atomic Scientists, a
magazine about nu-
clear war, has reset
its doomsday clock.
In January, the clock
was moved from four to three minutes before
midnight. The clock, on the Bulletin’s cover,
“the threat of nuclear doomsday

The Bulletin’s editors said they moved the
clock closer to midnight because of the
cancellation of nuclear arms talks between
the United States and the Soviet Union last

‘We Need to
Stop the
Arms Race’

® When the first of a new
breed of nuclear missiles were
installed in Europe last
December, they aroused a storm
of angry protest around the
world. “Get the missiles out,”
was the cry of the nuclear
disarmament groups.

But the issue of stopping the
placement of U.S.-made Pershing
2 and cruise missiles, aimed at
the Soviet Union, is only part of a
bigger goal. Ultimately, the
groups hope, nuclear weapons
everywhere will be banned.

The U.S. missiles are being
placed in Europe by NATO®* as a
way to balance out new missiles
that the Soviet Union has aimed
at Europe. But members of the
disarmament groups are afraid
that, someday, something may go
wrong with the balancing act.

More and more of them doubt
the wisdom of even allowing
nuclear weapons to exist. The
goal of many of them 1s to
convince world leaders that the
only way to peace is to get rid of
nuclear weapons.

The problem is that world
leaders, especially those of the

* See Glossary.







