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Letters 
** |. . Everybody’s Doing It?” 

I really enjoyed your recent article in 
your December issue, “Are You Sure 
Everybody’s Doing It?” I found it really 
interesting, and I really agree with it. 
Especially what you had to say about 
dating and going steady. Going out with 
groups of people can be loads of fun. 
Besides, I think we all know how single 

dating can get. 
This article came at a perfect time for 

me. I’ve been thinking a lot lately about 
what’s really OK. I think we should 
remember our body is the Lord’s 
temple... We’re at the best time in our 
lives, why let a thing like peer pressure 
ruin it? 

Stacey Mathews 
Omaha, Neb. 

Came across as a friend 

Thank you for the really helpful article 
in the December number, “ Every- 
body’s Doing It?” 

I'm so glad that you can sit down and 
write an article so frankly and with the 
kind of style that puts teens at ease. You 
came across as a friend... Thank you for 
your openness and the way you approach 
such a tough subject, one so delicate to 
talk about. 

It seems in this society we are 
constantly being victims of sex. It is really 
getting hard to open a magazine or watch 
TV without having that lure of sex being 
thrown at you. I know many “Cindys” 
and “Bills” who feel the pressure from 
outside. 

I do believe that we have to look to the 
future. | always tell myself, whenever 
there is a temptation for sex, that I’m 

saving myself, my mind, body and love, 
real caring, for that one special girl out 
there. And, in turn, I hope a girl out 

there, somewhere in this huge world, is 

saving herself for me. We can start 
showing our love for our future partners 
and mates right now by doing this. It 
doesn’t matter if you’re 12, 15 or 19. 

Thanks again, Mr. [Dexter H.] Faulk- 
ner for the encouragement, openness and 
realism you show us. We understand and 
are sincerely trying. You tell us the rights 
and wrongs of a teenage one-on-one. But, 
you also show us why! That’s really 
important. 

Jacob Bouchard 
St. Paul, Alta. 

Very vital message 

Your article, “Are You Sure Every- 

body’s Doing It?”, in the December 

(Continued on page 10)



Keep Your Eyes 
on the Goal 

By Herbert W. Armstrong 

have written 
of the Seven 
Laws of 

SUCCESS. They 
are really the seven 
laws of LIFE. Most 
people do not know 
or practice or apply 
a single one of 
them. 

The first is to have 
the RIGHT GOAL. That 
goal involves realizing 
the PURPOSE of your 
life — the reason why 
God had you to be 

GOAL. God’s PURPOSE is 
to CREATE within human 
beings, during this expe- 
rience we call physical 
life, a new and perfect 
CHARACTER, so that you 
and others may be given 
eternal life — self- 
containing, inherent 
life. 

That character is de- 
veloped through instruc- 
tion from the Creator 
Himself. What kind of 
instruction? Instruction 
in the true knowledge — 
knowledge of God’s 
PURPOSE for you — 

born — the reason you 
draw breath and exist — and it 
involves realizing HOw to live 

this temporary existence so as 
to arrive at that goal. 

That GOAL — God’s PURPOSE 
for having put the breath of life in 
you — is that you be born of Gop, 
to share with Him the GLory of 
creation, to inherit His divine 

NATURE, to be LIKE Him — to do 

what He does, to accomplish what 
He accomplishes, enjoy what He 
ENJOYS — peace, happiness, joy, 
resplendent glory in LIFE EVER- 
LASTING. 

No other goal could be as great. 
It is superlative. 

But consider: What are you, 

now? Just a mass of matter, put 
together like a machine. Your 
present existence has to be 
constantly SUSTAINED. You have 
to keep drawing a breath of air 
into your lungs about every four 
or five seconds. You have to eat 
food on the average of three times 
a day. You have to take care of 

eliminating the impurities from 
food, and of bathing and cleansing 
your body. You have to maintain 
and sustain your physical anatomy 
to keep on existing — and even 
then you are ageing and degener- 
ating every day and every year — 
and the most certain thing in this 
existence we call “‘life”’ is that this 
machine process is going to run 
down — YOU ARE GOING TO 
DIE. 

Yet most people keep on, day 
after day, year after year, pump- 
ing that existence into themselves, 
with NO MORE PURPOSE than to 
try to be comfortable, free from 
pain and to be pleasing the five 
senses —— with their minds on the 
passing physical and material 
things of the moment — things 
that are not lasting and are soon 
gone. 

Unless God’s own CHARACTER 
is being formed and developed in 
your mind and your life, replacing 
the human nature that is there 

now, you shall have missed your 

knowledge of and about 
Gop — and knowledge of How 
TO Live. Jesus Christ said you 
must actually LIvE By the words 
of the Bible. It is your GUIDE TO 
LIVING — your INSTRUCTION 
BOOK the Maker sent along to 
instruct you HOW to OPERATE this 
mechanism that is YOU. 

More, you must study His 
Word — your Bipte — to find 
what is wrong in what you now 
believe, and what you are now 
DOING that is wrong — to be 
CORRECTED and reproved by it. 
You must study it to let it 
INSTRUCT you in the ways of 
God’s RIGHTEOUSNESS — His 
WAY OF LIFE. And then you must 
devote yourself to LIVING IT! 

This kind of Christian life — 
the only kind that truly Is 
Christian — requires, as the Bible 
emphasizes repeatedly, zealous 
DILIGENCE. 

You must CONCENTRATE On it. 3 
You must be DEDICATED to it. It$ 
requires utter CONSECRATION. It = 

(Continued on page 28)$ 
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Why HumansWere 
Put on the Earth 

Most people know next to nothing about God. 
To understand ourselves, why we are, where we are going, and how, 

we need to know more about our Creator. 

sk anyone where the 
real beginning is in the 
Bible. He would prob- 

ably reply, “Genesis 1:1.” 
But he would be absolutely 
wrong! 

The real beginning of the 
Bible is NoT Genesis 1:1, but 

$in the New Testament, John 
g1:1-2: “In the beginning was 
$the Word, and the Word was 
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with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the 
beginning with God.” 

In the beginning there existed 
two all-knowing, all-powerful, all- 
perfect SUPERBEINGS. Each pos- 
sessed supreme MIND and CRE- 
ATIVE power. One is called “the 
Word,” the other is called ““God.” 
But the Word, it states, was also 

God — though a separate Person- 
age. 

Although the one called “God” 

was supreme in authority, yet He 
and the Word were in all other 
respects equal. In mind they were 
in complete harmony and agree- 
ment. 

There existed at first only these 
two Superpersons in space — no 
matter, no other beings or life 
forms, no physical universe. Both 
Superbeings had always existed. 
There never was a time when they 
did not coexist. 

Continuing in verse 3: “All 



things were made by him [the 
Word]; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made.” 
God created all things by and 
through the Word. Since these 
two Beings thought precisely 
alike in perfect harmony, the 

Word created all things exactly as 
directed by God. 

God is Creator 

Do you want to know what God 
is? Above all, God is Creator! 

These two supernatural SPIRIT 
BEINGS were both Creators. But, 

as human beings think, plan and 

design — even putting their plans 
on paper before starting to build 
or construct — so these two 
Superbeings thought, planned 
and designed. 

There was no hurry. They 

might have thought and planned 
for many millions (or even 
billions) of years, as we count 

time, before starting the actual 
MAKING Or CREATING. 

Whether you believe it or not, 

matter was not the first thing to 
be created. 

God created not only the 
visible, but the invisible! 

The Bible says of the Word: 
“For by him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or princi- 

palities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him” 
(Colossians 1:16). 

These two original Persons, 
being SPIRIT BEINGS themselves, 
composed of spirit (remember 
God is spirit — John 4:24), 
designed and produced a type of 
spirit being somewhat like them- 
selves — only naturally of far 
lower degree. These beings, called 
“angels,” are invisible to human 
eyes. 

These spirit-composed angels 
were of three or more levels of 
power and ability in thought — 
simple angels; a higher class of 
angels called seraphim; and the 
highest, cherubim, of which there 

were only three — all inferior in 
mind and power to God. These 
created beings (angels) were 
equipped with minds — with the 
ability to know, think, reason, 

form conclusions, make decisions, 

set CHOICES. 

The supreme accomplishment 

Now as Creator, what was the 
most important creation that God 
could make? Was it the angels? 
Was it the heavens and the earth 
— the whole universe? Or was it 
man himself? 

It was none of these things! 
The supreme achievement of 

creation is righteous, holy, perfect 
CHARACTER. I define it as the 
ability in a separate entity with 
mind and free moral agency to 
CHOOSE the right: one who, seeing 
the way to both good and evil, 
voluntarily chooses the good, 
even against strongest temptation 
and pressures and desires to 
choose evil, and who wills, against 

strongest opposing pressures, to 
do good. 

These created beings — the 
angels — did not have perfect 
character at creation. Character 
cannot be created automatically 
and instantaneously by fiat. 
Character (whether good or evil) 
must be developed in separate 
entities possessing thought pro- 
cesses and minds able to think, to 
know, to reason, to make indepen- 
dent conclusions and choices. And 
that risks development of evil 
character. 

Of course, this righteous, holy 
and perfect character must of 
necessity COME FROM the original 
perfect Beings, yet as a result of 
the independent thinking, reason- 
ing, knowing, and actual choice 
and desire of the recipients. 

Who is God? 

It is vital, at this point, to know 
something more of God. So now 
consider. God is Creator, Design- 
er, Educator, RULER. God has 
SUPREME MIND! He Is perfect, 
holy and righteous character. 

The Eternal God is not only 
Creator of all that is, but is also 

RULER over all He creates. He is 
also Educator. He reveals knowl- 
edge basic and vital to know — 
knowledge otherwise inaccessible 
to man and some of it even to the 
angels (see I Peter 1:12). What 
God creates He maintains. What 
He creates, He creates for a 

...as Creator, 

what was the 

most important 

creation that 

God could make? 

Was it the 

angels? 

purpose. He intends it to be put to 
a use — a right use that preserves 
and improves. This use, mainte- 
nance and improvement is con- 
trolled by the GOVERNMENT OF 
Gop! 

Just what is God? He is 
Creator! But He maintains and 
preserves what He creates. How? 
By His government — the gov- 
ernment of God! 

Now the tremendous suprema- 
cy of these two great God-beings 
was exhibited at this point. They 
had in mind a tremendous objec- 
tive for the angels — a purpose 
supreme. This required the cre- 
ation of a new substance, MATTER, 
which comprises the whole vast 
universe. 

So now we finally come to 
Genesis 1:1. The first four words 
of the Bible are: “In the beginning 
God...” Since in the Bible God 
reveals Himself as Creator of ALL 
— the entire universe with its 
galaxies, its suns, planets and 
moons — this places God (as we 
have previously seen from John 
1:1-3) in existence before all else. 
The next word tells us what God 
did: He “‘created.’’ God is, first of 

all, Creator! And what did He 
create at this time — after the 
creation of the angels? “... the 
heaven[s] and the earth” (Genesis 
1:1). 

The Authorized or King James 
Version renders the word heaven 
in the singular, but the original 
Hebrew is in the plural — 
“heavens” — as it should be 
translated. It is so rendered in the 
Revised Standard Version and 
other modern translations. Gene- 
sis 1:1 is speaking of the original 
creation of matter — the entire 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Nest 
and W hat Happened 

to It 
By Clayton Steep 

hey didn’t know 
that I knew 
what they were 

doing. But I did. 
I stood there, 

still, partly hidden in the 
shadows and watched as they 
labored. 

There were two of them. I 
quickly concluded that the one 
with the red head was the male 
and his solid brown companion 
was the female. 

Both of them were busy. The 
home they were making for 
themselves was tucked away in a 
temporary opening in the partly 
finished roof of my house. All 
construction on that part of my 
roof would now have to be 
postponed as long as they chose to 
stay. 

How careful they were, these 
two newcomers, to be sure no one 
saw them disappear into the safety 
of the nook with twigs, straw or 
fragments of string held firmly in 
their beaks. But J saw them. 

They perched outside the open- 
ing for minutes, looking all over 
before ducking inside with their 
tiny loads of building material. 

sStill I remained undetected. I 
observed, motionless, afraid to 
3 breathe, until finally, for lack of 
<oxygen, I was forced to take a 
>deep breath. 

That did it! They spotted me! 
In a panic of fluttering wings Ph
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and startled chirps my two 
would-be tenants took off for the 
nearest treetops where they 
perched, watching me. 

I did the graceful thing. I 
retreated and promptly surren- 
dered a good part of my backyard 
and garden to them. When they 
saw conditions were safe again, 
they continued their project, this 
time without an audience. 

I was satisfied, even happy. For 
one thing, I was surely going to 
have less caterpillars and bugs in 
my garden now with birds con- 
stantly around. So I thought the 
deal was fair. It was worth giving 
up some territorial rights. 

The next time I ventured 
through what was now their turf 
— only because I had to to get to 
my garage, mind you — Mr. Bird 
was chirping from a tree branch 
and Mrs. Bird was answering 
from the by-now-completed nest 
hidden in the eaves. 

I began to feel a growing sense 
of responsibility for this couple 
and the little ones that would soon 
hatch. I left the area as quickly as 
possible, not wanting to upset 
anybody. 

Some days went by and I had to 
go to the garage again. As I 
hastened through “‘no-man’s 
land,” I was met with an overpow- 
ering silence. Not wanting even 
for a moment to think the worst, I 

hurriedly finished my errand and 
disappeared from the scene. But I 
couldn’t drop the matter there. I 
had to take another look. 

I penetrated their territory 
once again. Sure enough. Si- 
lence. 

Both birds were probably out 
looking for food. That was it. 
They’d soon be back. But if there 
were eggs, would both parents be 
gone at the same time? 

I decided to check back a few 
days later, hoping to be greeted by 
chirps and a resumption of normal 
activity around the nest. Instead I 
found stillness — silence. I had to 
face the truth. For some reason 

the nest with five unhatched eggs 
had been abandoned. Maybe the 
dogs next door had scared the two 
birds away. Worse, maybe one of 
the numerous cats who prowl the 
region had dined on one or both. 

I left the nest where it was for 
several weeks, just to be sure. 

Then down it came and construc- 
tion on my roof continued. 

It seems a shame to end the 
story here and just discard the 
nest after the incredible effort 
that went into building it. So to 
make it all less of a waste, I wish 

to make a point. 
Have you ever looked at a bird’s 

nest closely? What a masterpiece 
of design and engineering! The 
main foundation of this nest is 
composed of twigs and delicate 
sticks, the longest being about 6 
inches. On this framework a 
bowl-like structure is woven 
together from lengths of grass 
clippings, dried pieces of weeds, 
pine needles and such. 

But that’s not all! There is one 
more layer inside the “bowl” — a 
velvety lining made up of dog and 
cat hairs, bits of string and other 
soft material. Each tiny twig, each 
piece of grass, yes, each dog and 
cat hair was individually selected 
and picked up. 

Can you imagine that? 
Hundreds and hundreds of jour- 

(Continued on page 28) 
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ohn Watkins sat nervously as the 
basketball coach read a list of names 
— those not chosen for the team. 
Tryouts had been long and strenuous, 

but John had not been removed from the 
team in the first three cuts. Now the coach was 
making the final cuts. 

As each name was called out John compared his 
playing ability with that of the person named. He felt 
he was better than some, but not as good as others. 

The coach continued, ‘“... Martin, Steve Turner, 

John Watkins...” It was like being hit by a bolt of 
lightning. John was cut from the team — he was 
devastated. 

The coach called those who were cut over to 
the side and told them they were all good 
basketball players and the choice was 
difficult, but there were too many players so 
they would not be able to play with the 
team this year. He told them all to try 
again next year. 

The coach tried to soften the blow, 
but the guys were deeply hurt. 

It seemed a fitting end to a 
miserable week. John had applied 
for a part-time job, but 
although his qualifications 
were good, the company 
chose someone else. 

And then last night 
Susan, one of his closest 
friends, told him she didn’t 
want to go to the dance with 
him. 

John, basically a posi- 
tive person, found him- 
self fighting thoughts of 
rejection. He told himself 
he might 
make the bas- 
ketball team 
next year, that 
there would 
be other jobs 
to apply for and that 
Susan wasn’t the only 
girl in the world — 
but somehow the hurt 
wouldn’t go away. 

Have you ever been rejected? I 
have — many times — and chances are you have 
been too. It hurts. 

Rejection starts early and continues throughout 
life. Remember when you started school and your 
teacher played favorites and let certain pupils 
participate in the exciting activities and run the 
important errands? Did you feel rejected when you 
weren’t chosen? 

When games were played at recess, were you the 
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Survival Manual 
for Rejection 

By Thomas C. Hanson 

last one chosen or the one neither side wanted? 
When sports teams and cheerleaders were 

selected, were you always left out? 

Do you know what it is like to be turned down for 
college? I do. It hurts to know others think you can’t 
make the grade. 

If you’ve entered the job market (or tried to) you 
might know how difficult it is to keep a smile on your 
face after repeated turndowns. 

Rejection is at times beyond our control, but there 

are steps we can take to survive it and overcome it. 

Someone does it better 

We human beings constantly compare ourselves 
with others and this can cause feelings of inferiority. 

It isn’t too difficult to find someone who is better 
looking, more athletic, more intelligent or 
wealthier than we are. Comparing ourselves 

with others doesn’t accomplish anything 
good. 

Consider Cindy Jones — at the top of 
her high school class, cheerleader, 
intelligent, fairly good looking, a leader 
in her school. But when Cindy enters 
college, she struggles to make average 

grades, doesn’t even bother 
to try out for cheerleader, 
doesn’t have a date for the 
opening dance and for the 
most part blends in with the 
crowd of incoming stu- 
dents. 

A confident girl in high 
school, Cindy is faced with a 
problem she hasn’t faced to 

this extent before — rejec- 
tion and inferiority. Cindy is 
just as smart, just as talented 
and just as good looking as she 

was in high 
school, but be- 
cause of basing 
her self-worth 
on comparison 
to others, she 

feels inferior. 
The solution to 

this is for Cindy 
Jones to be Cindy 
Jones, and not try to 

be someone else. She needs to 
recognize and use her own talents and abilities and 
not let them go to waste, and to recognize her own 
weaknesses and work to overcome them — not to 
morbidly dwell on them and let negative feelings run 
her life. 

Not recognizing talents 

Now let’s see what God says about inferiority 
complexes. Most of us can see why men with boastful 
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Being turned down for a 
job is frustrating, espe- 

cially during economi- 

cally difficult times. It’s 
a vicious cycle — you 

don’t have experience, 

but you can’t get a job 

to gain experience. 

Recognize your talents, 

even when no one else 
does. 

Everyone likes to get 

cards or flowers. How 
many times has a kind 
word brought you out of 

the doldrums? The best 

way to overcome feel- 

ings of rejection is to 

accept (not reject!) 

others and to make 
them feel happy. 
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If you get cut from the 

team, it’s easy to feel 

like throwing in the 

towel — just giving up. 

Maybe your talents are 
in other areas. Give it 
your best shot and 

don't compare yourself 
to others — that 
breeds inferiority com- 

plexes. It’s easy to find 

others better than our- 
selves. 

Sure it hurts when 
you’re turned down for a 

date. Sometimes rejec- 
tion is beyond our con- 

trol, so don’t base your 
self-worth on how 

others feel about you. 

The best time to devel- 
op self-confidence is 

even before you're old 

enough to date. 

superiority complexes anger God, 
but did you know God was also 
angry at a man for feeling 
inferior, for not recognizing the 
talents God had given him? 

The event is recounted in the 
story of Moses and the burning 
bush in Exodus 3. God chose 
Moses to go to the leader of Egypt 
and lead the children of Israel out 
of slavery. 

Moses replied: “Who am I that 
I should go to Pharaoh, and that I 
should bring the children of Israel 
out of Egypt?” God told Moses 
that He would be with him, and 
performed two miracles — turn- 
ing Moses’ rod into a snake and 
making his hand leprous and then 
healing it. 

Still Moses wasn’t convinced. 
God had more faith in Moses than 
Moses had in God or himself. God 
created man and He knew He 
could inspire someone He created 
to lead His people out of Egypt. 

Moses begged God to send 
someone else (Exodus 4:13) and 
God became angry. He sent 
Aaron, Moses’ brother, to be the 
spokesman. God wants us to 
realize the talents He has given us 
and to use them. 

If you refuse to believe you 
have any talents, you aren’t much 
help to anyone. As the saying 
goes: “He who thinks he can and 
he who thinks he can’t, are both 
right.” 

Do things for others 

Another key to overcoming 
feelings of rejection is to get our 
minds off ourselves. Don’t go 
around moping about being 
rejected, but get out and do 
something for others. Have you 
ever noticed that the most well- 
liked people are the ones that are 
outgoing, friendly and serve 
others? 

A card, a telephone call or a 
cheery hello can do wonders for 
others. And it helps us to feel 
better too, to know we have made 

a positive impact upon others. 
How many times has someone 

paid you a compliment that, 
unknown to him or her, helped 
you get out of the doldrums? In 
the same way we may not know 

(Continued on page 28)



How Do You React to a 

FAMILY CRISIS? 
You can play a big part in helping your family 

maintain stability and happiness in a crisis. Here’s how. 

hings might have been 
going along smoothly 
when, all of a sudden, 

your family was shaken to 
its foundations. 

Or perhaps it was a more 
gradual thing, building into a 
long-term crisis. 

Maybe your family hasn’t been 
hit by a crisis, yet. What would 
you do if one struck? 

Family crises come in many 
forms: death, illness, divorce, 
desertion, natural disaster, finan- 
cial troubles, unemployment. 
Each of these would take several 
articles to cover completely, but 
let’s look at one example that has 
afflicted far too many families — 
unemployment. 

With today’s worsening world- 
wide economic conditions, even if 
your parents aren’t out of work, 
chances are you know several 
others who are. Besides that, the 
solutions given here may give you 
ideas to apply in other crisis 
situations. 

When parents are out of 

work 

What happens when your dad 
or mom loses his or her job? What 
will become of your family? In 
most industrialized countries, 
unemployment benefits will keep 
you from starving. But how will 
the other problems that come up 
be taken care of? 

When your parents find them- 
selves out of work, they enter a 
world of extreme pressure, stress 
and uncertainty. Can this have 

By Lowell Wagner Jr. 

long-term effects on their health 
and emotional stability? How can 
you help your family in this 
traumatic time? 

What will your parents be 
going through in the first few 
months of unemployment? What 
changes will take place in their 
lives? For the first three to six 
months, if your dad doesn’t find a 
job, chances are he will go 
through a period of anger directed 
at anyone around him. Your 
mom, if she wasn’t already 
working, will probably look for a 
job. 

After six months, the anger 
might be replaced by severe 
depression. After a year without 
work, your dad may entirely give 
up hope of finding a job. 

This year in the life of your 
father is only hypothetical. It is 
what happens to many unem- 
ployed people, but it doesn’t have 
to happen to your dad. With some 
above average help from his 
family, he can weather the rigors 
of unemployment quite well. Let’s 
take a look at several major areas 
where you can help. 

Emotional support 

When your dad lost his job, his 
emotions jumped into high gear. 
He probably became irritable and 
tense. If he goes for very long 
without a job, he might begin to 
think of himself as a failure. Your 
dad’s cloudy emotions could soon 
send stormy weather thundering 
through your entire family. 

In the 1930s a depression, 
much more severe than today’s 
recession, had people everywhere 

in its grip. For most of the world, 
it was a miserable time. 

But not on Walton’s Mountain! 
In this television-show world 
portraying a rural U.S. family 
during that depression, things 
remained happy. 

What was it that made the 
Great Depression such a wonder- 
ful time for this TV family? And 
what was it about this program 
that has made it so special to 
millions around the world? 

In a word, cooperation. The 
Waltons were a team. They acted 
as a unit. Every Walton knew that 
if he worked for the good of the 
family, it would be for his own 
good as well. When they saw a 
chance to help out, they did. 

Now you don’t need to start 
calling your brothers and sisters 
“Dave-Bob” or “Theresa-Boy,” 
or even develop a desire to stay up 
late at night writing novels, to 
learn some important lessons from 
this idealized family. Just like the 
Waltons, learn to give, to cooper- 
ate and to have a positive, helpful 
attitude when your family is going 
through hard times. 

When your dad loses his job, he 
may begin to lose his self-esteem. 
His opinion of himself plummets. 
He may begin to think he is 
incapable of accomplishing any- 
thing of real value anymore. 

One way to help your parents 
know that they aren’t failures is to 
follow their directions. When 
they ask you to do something, do 
it right away. This will not only 
help them out by removing one 
more pressure, but it will help 

(Continued on page 27) 
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THAT 
AFFECTS 
YOU 

What's Behind 
This Weird Weather? 

© While the Soviet Union 
basked in its warmest December 
in more than a century, in 
Thailand people were 

scrambling for blankets to 
keep warm. In Bangkok, 
Thailand, normal Decem- 
ber evening temperatures 
of 70 degrees (Fahrenheit) 
plunged to 50 while the 
Soviet capital, Moscow, 

reveled in unseasonably 
warm 40 degree weather 
during the day. 

All around the world odd 
things are happening to our 
weather. Drought, flood- 
ing, heat waves and cold 
snaps all seem to be hap- 
pening more often and 
getting worse. What’s be- 
hind this weird weather? 

Scientists who study climate 
(climatologists) believe that the 

earth’s weather patterns are 
changing from the comparatively 
tranquil weather we experienced 
from 1900 to 1960 to the more 
unpredictable climates facing us 
now. 

Almost all climatologists agree 
that climatic change can be the 
result of changes in the earth’s 

Sorbit around the sun. Barely 
$ detectable modifications could 
= produce warmer or cooler 
§ weather depending on the 
direction of the shift. 

However, many climatologists 
® believe that there are other 
Scauses for our strange weather. 

io
n 

a IE 

Some believe that when 
sunspot activity reaches its peak 

every 11.2 years, 

the sun actually 
becomes cooler. 
This causes earth 

to be cooler. 
Yet others believe that 

volcanic dust suspended high in 

by carbon dioxide reflecting it 
back to the ground. 

The results could be 
devastating. If it becomes 
warmer, the polar ice caps would 
begin to melt, flooding much of 
the world’s coastlands over a 
period of decades. 

Will we be shivering in colder 
weather, or sweltering in 

the air actually blocks out 
enough sunshine to lower 
temperatures on earth. 

Another group believes that 
winters are more intense and 
longer now because of “‘snow 
feedback,” a cycle in which snow 
reflects sunshine back into space, 
making earth colder and 
bringing more snow. 

Yet another group believes 
that instead of growing colder, 
the earth will become warmer. 

This group believes that man’s 
increasing use of various fuels 
like oil, wood and coal will raise 
the amount of carbon dioxide in 
the air to such a level that the 
earth will become like a 
greenhouse. Heat will be held in 

a tropical hothouse? For 
more information read 
the article entitled 
“What’s Wrong With 
Our Weather?” in the 

April issue of the Plain 
Truth magazine. — By 
Dan C. Taylor O 

Stormy 

Acid Rain 
© When someone tells you it’s 

raining cats and dogs, you can be 
pretty sure they’re joking. But 
when scientists in many 
countries tell you it’s raining 
acid, and that acid is destroying 
forests and lakes and streams, 

you can be pretty sure they’re 
serious — deadly serious. 

Acid rain (or, more properly, 
acid deposition) is a form of 
pollution in which rain, snow 

and fog can become 100 to 1,000 
times more acidic than normal. 

Several theories have been 
offered to explain it, but the 
most widely accepted one says 
that acid rain begins where 

coal-burning industries release 
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sulfur dioxides and nitrous 
oxides into the atmosphere. 
Winds carry these chemicals 
high into the atmosphere, where 
they react with water vapor to 
form sulfuric and nitric acids. 
The acid vapor can blow 
hundreds of miles before it falls 
to the earth as acid rain. 

For years, art and history 
lovers in Europe have 
complained that acid rain is 
eating away great old statues and 
buildings. Recently, scientists in 
New York, eastern Canada, 
Sweden and other parts of the 
world have discovered that whole 
lakes and streams have turned 
acidic, killing fish and water 
plants. 

Salmon streams in Norway 
and Nova Scotia and trout ponds 
in New York have suffered 
especially, since these species 
apparently cannot tolerate even a 
low level of acid. 

Scientists aren’t as positive 
about acid rain’s effects on 
forests. Some blame the deaths 
of thousands of acres of red 
spruce, white pine, jack pine and 
trembling aspen in New York 
and Scandinavia on it. 

Environmentalists and others 
trying to stop acid rain complain 
that it’s not fair. The people who 
produce the pollution often don’t 
have to live with the damage it 
does; people who live near 
wilderness areas or who like 
visiting them to enjoy fishing, 
camping and hiking often do. 

Some industrialists, on the 
other hand, say they are doing 
their best to keep the air and 
water clean, installing 
“scrubbers” to clean much of 
the sulfur dioxide and nitrous 
oxides from their emissions. But 
to equip every factory with 
scrubbers would cost billions of 
dollars, and so these 

manufacturers feel that laws 
requiring them everywhere 
should be delayed until scientists 
have proven that the scrubbers 
will really help eliminate acid 
rain. 

Meanwhile, the acid continues 

to fall. — By ColleenM. Gus oO 

CITY IN 
FOCUS: 

Jerusalem 
At this time of year, Easter 

and Passover observances focus 
many people’s minds on religion. 
And nowhere is religion more 
important than in the city of 
Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem has been called the 

holiest spot on earth. It is a holy 
city for three world religions: 
Christianity, Islam and Judaism. 
Moslems call it A/-Quds, “The 
Holy.” In Hebrew, the city is 
Yerushalayim — “The City of 
Peace.” 

Throughout its history, 
however, Jerusalem has known 
precious little peace. For 
millennia, it has been the scene 
of wars and revolutions. Even in 
our generation, Jerusalem has 
been the focus of bitter fighting 
associated with the founding and 
defense of the modern state of 
Israel. 

Little is known about 
Jerusalem before the time of 
King David of Israel (10th 
century B.C.). The city’s 
greatest glory was achieved under 
David’s son Solomon, who built a 
great Temple there. Three 

Temple was not rebuilt. 
Today’s Jerusalem consists of 

the Old City (East Jerusalem) 
and the newer West 
Jerusalem. The Old City 
is enclosed by a 
centuries-old, 40-foot 

wall with eight gates. 
Among the notable 

features of interest within the 
Old City is the Dome of the 
Rock Mosque, occupying the 
site of Solomon’s Temple. This 
structure is one of Islam’s most 
sacred shrines. Nearby is the 
Wailing Wall (Western Wall), 
holy to Jews as one of the last 
vestiges of the ancient Temple. 

To the east of the Old City 
rises the Mount of Olives, the 
site of Jesus’ ascension to heaven 
and also of His prophesied 
future return to earth. At its 
foot is the Garden of 
Gethsemane, where Jesus 
prayed. 

The Bible prophesies that 
Jerusalem has a future far 
surpassing the glories of its past! 
It will one day become the 
capital of the whole earth. At 
that time it will truly be “The 
City of Peace.” If you would like 
to know more about this coming 
time of peace and prosperity, 
request our free booklet, The 
Wonderful World Tomorrow — 
What It Will Be Like. — By 
Keith W. Stump Oa 

and a half centuries later, the 
Temple was destroyed by 
the Babylonian king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, but was later 

rebuilt. 
It was in Jerusalem that 

many of the great events in 
the life of Jesus Christ took 
place. It was there that He 
was crucified and buried. 

The Jerusalem of today is 
altogether different from the 
city Jesus knew. Four 
decades after His crucifix- 
ion, the Roman general 
Titus destroyed the Temple 
and the city and massacred many 
of its inhabitants. This time the 

The Dome of the Rock Mosque 

stands in Old Jerusalem, where 
Solomon’s Temple stood. 
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