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Letters 
“End of the World” 

I would like to thank you for printing 
the article in the June edition entitled 
“[How to Stop Worrying About] the 
‘End of the World’” by Clayton Steep. 
Up until I read this article, I had doubts 
about being able to have a family and 
maybe even a successful career. Now I 
understand that it is not the end of the 
world, but the coming of something 
spectacular and glorious — the wonderful 
world tomorrow. 

Sherry Rickard 

Chattanooga, Tenn. 

“Life After High School” 

I have recently read the June edition of 
Youth 83, and I felt I should write and 

tell you what a great job you did on the 

article, “Prepare Now — There Is Life 
After High School.” 

The article gave me some idea of how I 

can prepare for my future. I’ve taken your 

advice and written down some of the most 
interesting careers. 

I realize now that if you want to be 
something, you've got to work hard. 

Nga Giao 
Akron, Ohio 

Answered her questions 

Thank you for the article “Exposing 
the Marijuana Myth” [June Youth 83]. I 
really enjoyed reading it and it answered 
all the questions [ had about marijuana. I 
would like to receive the article “How to 
Be an Overcomer” and the booklets Why 
Were You Born and The Seven Laws of 
Success. 

Sherry Mitchell 
Salem, Ore. 

“Don’t Let Moods Ruin Your Day” 

I really enjoyed the article by Dexter 
H. Faulkner in the June issue “Don’t Let 
Moods Ruin Your Day.” Some days I get 
up on the wrong side of the bed and 
everything goes wrong that day and I 

usually wind up in trouble. 
Bonnie Phariss 
Perryville, Ark. 

New approach needed 

[I am writing] in response to June’s 
issue of Youth 83, “The (Video) Games 
People Play.” [It] stated that parents 
point out that video games are based on 
confrontation, violence and destruction, 
and that manufacturers should have 
created games that would let the player 
paint colorful graphic designs, compose 
music or build things. These machines 
almost surely exist, but because teenagers 

(Continued on page 6)



Love, Marriage and Sex 

WHY A WORLD IN 
REVOLT? 

The second in a series of articles by Youth 83’s Editor-in-Chief. 

hat, until 1914, had 

been the Western 
world’s standard of 

morality? Was it good or 
bad? Has a whole world in 
revolt brought anything bet- 
ter? What have been the 
CAUSES of world acceptance 
of the ““New Morality”? 

It is not only a moral 
revolution. A revolution in 
government, in economics, in 

science and technology, in 
education, in labor standards 
and in social values, even in 

religion, has shaken the whole 

world! Wuy? 
Wuy has the whole world 

suddenly aroused to violent 
action? And especially in the area 
of morals? The ‘authorities’ — 
the psychoanalysts and the medi- 
cal doctors — decided moral 
standards were in need of revision. 
And they have been revised, 
radically, under the catch-phrase 
“the New Morality”! 

Yet few realize the facts of the 
true origin of the sex-is-shameful 
attitude, or of the impetus behind 
the moral revolution. The facts 
are stranger than fiction! 

The most vital dimension 
missing 

The world, since the First 

World War, has been deluged 

with books, pamphlets and 
articles in magazines and newspa- 

By Herbert W. Armstrong 

pers about sex. Revolt is every- 
where, against almost everything! 
And in no grievance is revolt so 
widespread as that against the 
repressive moral codes of tradi- 
tional Christianity. The revolters 
reject the authority of the church. 
They have embraced what they 
term the ““New Morality.” 

Just what are the generally 
unknown FACTS? What was the 

real origin of the traditional 
Christian morality? Did it come 
from Christ — from the original 
apostles — from the Bible? 

And what triggered the moral 
revolution, and finally plunged 
the world into the sexual “free- 
doms” of today? 

Origin of the ‘‘old”’ morality 

Christianity, following its first 
generation, absorbed the pagan 
dualism of Greece, and pasted the 
label “sinful” on sex. Through the 
centuries since, the moral stan- 

dards of the Western world were 
regulated by the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Does that mean, then, that 

Christ introduced and taught this 
attitude that sex of itself is 
shameful and evil? Emphatically 
it does not! Jesus never repre- 
sented sex as anything other than 
that which our Maker created, 
and all that He had created God 
pronounced “very good.” Jesus 
taught against wrong uses of sex. 
He forgave a repentant woman 
caught in the act of adultery, with 
the admonition, “Go, and sin no 

more.” The original apostles nev- 
er deviated from this teaching. 
The biblical teaching throughout 
is the same. 

What, then, was the real source 
of this attitude of shame? It 
flowed on the tide of the Babylo- 
nian Mystery religion into the 
Roman world. And how did this 
concept come to be accepted as 
Christian? The facts, I repeat, are 

stranger than fiction. 
Emphatically it was not the 

teaching of Hebraism, nor of 
Jesus, nor of the original Church 

of God. It reached the Roman 
world by way of Greece, but it 
flowed, at an earlier date, into 

Greece from Egypt. Yet it stems 
from a still earlier source, to be 
revealed in the next issue. 

In the first and second centu- 
ries the Roman world was dotted 
by pagan schools, on the curricu- 
lar model established by the 
Grecian Plato. Plato had received 
this dualistic attitude toward sex 
from his teacher, the philosopher 
Socrates, himself a sex pervert. 
This dualistic teaching had 
become the basic hypothesis of all 
Grecian thought, writing and 
religion. Sex was regarded as low 
and degrading, an act in which 
man descended to the level of the 
beast. 

This was the underlying atti- 
tude in the teaching of the pagan 
schools throughout the Roman 
Empire. There were no Christian 
schools. To establish such schools 
would have been impossible. Text- 
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books had to be written laborious- 
ly, by hand, one at a time. The 
printing press was not to be 
invented for centuries. All text- 
books were pagan. 

Second- and third-generation 
Christians were reared and edu- 
cated from childhood in these 
pagan schools. By the beginning 
of the 6th century this dualistic 
concept toward sex was firmly 
rooted in Western Christianity. It 
is still the teaching of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Protestants in 
general passively followed Catho- 
lic teaching on sex, but have 
tended recently to be more 

repression, the attitude of shame 
and ignorances about sex were 
the CAUSES of neuroses and many 
mental disorders. 

He and his followers in the 
newly appearing profession of 
psychiatry urged knowledge dis- 
semination and sexual fieedom as 
the panacea. If repression and 
self-denial caused the neurotic 
disquiet, why not reverse the 
interpretation of morality? Eman- 
cipate the people from restraints. 
Put a new definition on sex. 
Define it as Goop, not degrading, 
shameful and EviL — any use of 

delicate area of knowledge about 
sex the medical and associated 
professions had held a monopoly. 
Now sex information was hurled 
at the public from all directions. 
Today almost every magazine one 
might pick up off a newsstand 
will contain at least one article on 
the subject of sex. Even the most 
conservative magazines. 

The ‘‘New Morality” appears 

Yet something has been crimi- 
nally wrong with this avalanche 
of sex literature. There has been 

missing the most vital dimension. 

The world began throwing 

lax in behavior. 

The fruits of prudery 

But what were the real 
fruits at the turn of the 
century of that dualistic con- 
cept of virtue? Some 90 
percent of marriages were 
rendered unhappy — many 
utterly miserable and unbear- 
able — because of false 
attitudes and sex ignorance. 
Many a wife was virtually 
raped on her wedding night. 
The stupid husband didn’t 
mean to injure his wife. He 
was just plain IGNORANT! He 
needed instruction that had 
been denied him. 

Many wives called their 
husbands BRUTES. They sim- 
ply were ignorant of the fact 

off the restraints. The revolt 
was on, against prudery, 
repression and ignorance. 
The new sensual knowledge 
— with its most-needed 
dimension missing — quick- 
ly began to be gulped in by 
curiosity-hungry minds. 

World War II shot morals 
into the gutter. And now 
they have plunged all the 
way into the cesspool. 

Today, it is actually 
becoming popular in more 
and more colleges and uni- 
versities to allow students to 
visit the dorm rooms of those 
of opposite sex at any or all 
hours — and sleep with 
them if desired. Many have 
introduced the system of 
co-ed dorms — both men’s 

that brutes, guided by 
instinct, are not guilty of such 
things. Husbands said their wives 
were frigid and too often began to 
visit prostitutes. 

What price IGNORANCE! 
Then came World War I. It 

brought tremendous changes in 
thinking, in behavior patterns, in 
social customs and in the double 
standard. Women won the vote in 
America. Wives began entering 

employment and becoming finan- 
cially independent. 

The Freudian conclusion 

Previously, about 1904, a start- 
ling conclusion had been reached 
by Sigmund Freud, founder of 
psychoanalysis. This revolutionary 
opinion had resulted from his 
clinical experience and researches. 
Freud had decided that sexual 
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Into a world of sexual repression, Sigmund 

Freud introduced revolutionary ideas that 

paved the way for the ‘“‘New Morality.” (Wide 

World Photo) 

sex, in or out of marriage. 
In the wake of World War I 

the agitation resulting from 
Freud’s revolutionary conclusions 
finally brought about the toppling 
of the legal barriers. And the 
moral barriers began breaking 
down simultaneously. 

With the removal of legal 
restraints against sex instruction, 

medical doctors and psychoana- 
lysts began grinding out volume 
after volume imparting heretofore 
banned instruction about sex. 

Previously, the publication of 
knowledge in other fields had 
been accelerating. But in the 

rooms and girls’ in opposite 
wings on the same floor, no 

restrictions whatsoever. Permis- 
siveness is the current fad. 

Smut has become a multimil- 
lion-dollar industry in country 
after country. 

Along with this trend came the 
hippies, and then drug addiction, 
hundreds of thousands literally 
“blowing their minds!” 

The revolters rejected the 
authority of the church. But 
where is the authority for a right 
moral code? 

Do humans really know right 

from wrong? 

After all, what is right? — and 
what is wrong? What is really 
best for each individual? It is 
generally assumed that every sane 

(Continued on page 27)



Plan for the 
Future? How? 

Why? 
What will you be doing five or 10 years from now? 
Considering this troubled world, in which direction 

should you steer your life? 

By Clayton Steep 

hose unsettling ques- 
tions keep coming 
up. 

Here you are, going through 
your teen years. You’re 
headed toward... headed 
toward... 

Headed toward what? 
Maybe you are aware that this 

world — that is to say, this 
present society — is coming to a 
close. A lot of your friends 
suspect this — just from what 
they hear in the news. Nations 
keep hating each other and 
building incredibly deadly weap- 
ons to wipe each other out. 
Someday those weapons are 
bound to be used. 

Perhaps, too, you are familiar 
with some of the prophecies of the 
Bible that tell the good news that 
Jesus Christ is going to return to 
this earth to stop human beings 
from completely destroying all 
life on this planet. When He 
returns, those who are converted 
Christians will be changed into 
spirit beings to help rule the 
peaceful and wonderful world 
tomorrow. 

That’s great! 
<« For them. But what about you? 

2 What about your fellow teens who 
= want to live God’s way, but who 

£ are not yet ready for baptism and 
Sreal conversion? What’s going to 
g happen to you if the “end” comes 
before you are old enough to 

experience true repentance lead- 
ing to conversion? What will 
happen to you if World War III 
starts before you reach that 
point? 

And after Jesus Christ is here 
on earth, what will you be doing 
then? 

Of even more immediate con- 
cern, what should you do until 
then? Look forward to marriage 
and having a home of your own 
anyhow? Plan a ca- 
reer? If so, what 

kind? 
Or should you just 

kill time, wait it out, 

figuring what’s the 
use getting anything 
started — especially 
with all the unem- 

ployment and eco- 
nomic problems in 
the world today? 

Let’s think about 
these things. 

A bright future! 

Actually, if you 
are a young person 
sincerely trying to 
learn about and liv- 
ing God’s way to the 
best of your ability, 
you do not have to 
worry about the 
future in any way. 
For you the future is bright, 
thrilling and full of promise! 

If the terrible times of world 

i——— 

trouble and nuclear war that will 
take place before the return of 
Jesus Christ come while you are 
still a young person, God will 
protect you. He will set powerful 
angels to watch over you. Sounds 
like make-believe, doesn’t it? But 

don’t be fooled. It’s real! 
Many are going to realize too 

late that it’s real. They will have 
to experience some terrible times 
and take their chances that they 
will be among those who manage 

to survive. But if you are obeying 
God, the Bible promises “a 
thousand may fall at your side, 
and ten thousand at your right 
hand; but it shall not come near 
you... No evil shall befall 
you...for He shall give His 
angels charge over you, to keep 
you in all your ways” (Psalm 
91:7-11). 

Finally, just in the nick of time, 
Jesus will return to earth at the 
sound of a great trumpet. The 
converted saints will be changed 
into spirit beings. (More details 
are given in our booklet, dre We 
Living in the Last Days? Send for 
a free copy — addresses are listed 
on the inside front cover.) 

But what if this happens before 
you are old enough or mature 

In today’s troubled world, is it practical to 

plan for marriage, career, starting a family? 

Should we dare to dream, or are such 

dreams just a waste of time? 
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enough to be converted? What 
will you do then as a physical 
young person? You will have 
opportunities unlimited! 

One of the pioneers 

Remember that the world will 
be in ruins. The cities destroyed. 
Highways, electrical lines, rail- 
ways, bridges, means of commu- 

nication, distribution of food and 
merchandise — it will all be at a 
standstill. It will be time to start a 
new and better civilization. And 
you will be one of the pioneers. 
You will be one of the select 
group of human beings on earth 
who know God and His ways. You 
and other young people like you 
will be the physical leaders of this 
new age. 

People who will have survived 
the end of this age without 
knowing God will want to learn 
God’s ways. And you and other 
young people who were protected 
by God will be among the ones to 
teach them and show them how to 
live happy lives. (That, by the 
way, is one reason you need 
to learn as much now as you 
can about God’s way of life 
—so you know enough about 
it to be able to show 
others!) 

Think how good it will feel 
to help make the lives of 

Planning for the future can seem like 
chancy business, but even if this world 

should end before you're able to 

complete your goals, your efforts won’t 

be wasted. (Photos by Hal Finch) 
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other people happy and to be 
happy yourself. Of all the human 
beings on earth, you and others 
like you who have a head start in 
knowing God will be the ones God 
will use to direct the rebuilding of 
the world. 

It won’t be all work, though. 
There will be plenty of opportuni- 
ty for recreation and fun. You will 
be able to be happily married and 
have a family and home of your 
own. You will be able to raise 
your children in a world of peace 
where even animals that are now 
wild will be tame. 

Peace will be everywhere. You 
won’t have to worry about crime, 
pollution, unemployment, sick- 
ness, war. Such things will not be 
a problem in the world tomorrow 
that you can have a part in 
building. 

And then, after you’ve lived a 
full life as a human being, your 
physical life will come to an end. 
But no matter. You too will then 
become a spirit being like those 
who were changed at Christ’s 

return. You will live 
forever, having great 
power, being able to 
travel beyond the speed 
of light. You will then 
share in developing and 
managing the entire 
universe! 

Dare to dream! 

But what about to- 
day? What should you 
do until this age comes 
to a close? The answer 

in a few words is: Live 
as normally as you can under the 
circumstances. 

Jesus said that when He 
returns, He is going to reward 

those He finds busy ‘doing’ 
(Matthew 24:46). He’s not going 
to reward those who learned the 
end of the age was coming and 
who just threw up their hands and 
said: “What’s the use of trying? 
Pll just wait it out.” 

He wants to find us “doing,” 
busily involved, developing what- 
ever talents we have. Go ahead 
and plan a career or a vocation, if 

that’s what youd like to do. 
So what if time should get cut 

short before you graduate from 
college — or even high school. Go 
as far as you can. You will have 
lost nothing. You need have 
nothing to regret providing God’s 
laws have been your guidelines. 
You will have developed character 
and learned valuable lessons that 
you will find useful after Christ’s 
return, if not before. 

In thinking about a vocation or 
career, however, be sure to 
consider those fields that offer 
some realistic promise of employ- 
ment in this society. Because of 
factors such as automation, eco- 
nomic conditions and foreign 
trade problems, many careers are 
no longer promising or else they 
are overcrowded. 

In the United States, experts 
advise that the best opportunities 
now lie in the fields dealing with 
information (which today means 
combining computers with just 
about any other field) and the 
service industry (doing things for 
other people). But read up on it. 
Ask your librarian for help. 
Check the situation where you 
live so you don’t get stuck in a 
dead-end vocation. There are still 
plenty of opportunities for go- 
getters. 

Marriage? A family? A home 
of your own? Go ahead. Dare to 
dream and plan. Set goals. Strive 
to make something out of what 
time there is. God will help you 
and bless your efforts according to 
His will. And if you don’t attain 
all your goals before this age is 
over, then there is the world 
tomorrow. If you’re on God’s side, 
you see, you can’t lose either 
way! 

The future belongs to you! 
Take advantage of it and think 
big. O
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Does fire prevention have your attention? 

By Dan Taylor 

ire! Fire!” 
As the blaze licks its 

way down the corridors 
of the high-rise apartment 
building, its sleep-dazed resi- 
dents begin to run to the 
hallways to see what’s going 
on. 

Coughing can be heard every- 
where. People rush for the exits 
and elevators as they flee the 
smoke and flames. Some leap 
from windows. 

Rarely does a day go by 
without something like this hap- 
pening somewhere in the world. 
Each year, thousands of people 
die in fires in their homes and 
apartments. One third of the 
victims are children. The sad 
thing is that most of these deaths 
could have been prevented. 

Many lives are lost in fires 
because of panic and the belief 
that things like this don’t happen 
to ourselves — only to other 
people. Ask yourself, “‘How 
would I react during a fire in my 
home?” 

Here are three steps you should 
take to save lives in case of fire. 
These three steps can easily be 
remembered as the “Three Ps”: 
planning, practice and preven- 
tion. 

Planning your escape 

How would you escape from 
your home if it caught fire? If 
your family has no plan of escape, 
encourage them to sit down and 

draw a floor plan (a map) of your 
home. Using the floor plan, find 
at least two exits from every 
bedroom in your home. Besides 
the doors, every window on a 
different wall in your bedroom is 
an escape route. Having at least 
two escape routes should, under 
most circumstances, keep you 
from being trapped in your 
room. 

Many people die in fires when 
they go back into a house. They 

usually go back to try to save 
someone they think is still inside. 
Many times that someone is safe 
outside, but on the other side of 

the house. To remedy this prob- 
lem, choose a specific spot outside 
your home for your family to 
meet. If you have small 
brothers and sisters, your 
family may want to have a 
one parent or an older 
brother or sister make sure 
that the smaller children 

escape safely. 

Practice the plan 

Whether it’s at 
home or at school, 
fire drills increase 

the chances of an 
orderly evacuation 
during a fire. Ex- 
perts recommend 
that a family prac- 
tice a home fire drill 
about once every four 
months. 

But why practice at 
all? Isn’t just having a 

plan enough? Remember that 
most fires break out between 12 
and 6 a.m. Most people are not at 
their best at these times. During a 
fire, you won’t have time to wake 
up first. Quick reactions are 
needed right away. Practice will 
give you the edge you need. 

If you live in a high-rise 
apartment building, do not use 
the elevators during a fire — they 
are death traps! Instead, use the 
interior or exterior stairs; If you 

must use an interior stairwell, 
practice using it. Crawl to the 
stairs; then, as you go down them, 
count how many floors you must 
go down before you are at ground 
level. This will help in the 
confusion and poor visibility of an 
apartment fire. 

Here are a few more precau- 
tions you should take. Sleep with 
your bedroom door closed. This 
will help keep a fire at bay long 
enough to allow you to escape. 

During a fire, never open any 
door without first checking to see 
if it is hot. If it is, there is 
probably a fire just outside. 

Never open a door during a fire 
without having your shoulder 
against it ready to slam it shut if 
heat and smoke come in. Heat and 
smoke often build up a great deal 
of pressure that can overcome you 
in seconds. 

If your clothes catch fire, lie 

down and roll on the floor or roll 
up in a carpet or blanket to put 
out the flames. Finally, never go 

back into a burning home. 
e Whatever valuables you 

may want to rescue are 
not worth your life. 

Should you become 
trapped in your room, 
immediately stuff blan- 
kets or clothing in the 
cracks of your door to 
prevent smoke and 
heat from entering the 
room. Next, open a 
window slightly to 
allow fresh air in — a 
half inch will do. Then 
hang a sheet or a piece 
of cloth out the win- 
dow to let fire fighters 
know that you are in 
the room. Then lie on 

(Cont. on page 28) 
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Letters 
(Continued from inside front cover) 

don’t enjoy them, they are unheard of. 
Parents [should realize] that no one is 

forcing young adults to play these games; 
it is by the choice of America’s younger 
generation that these machines are 
frequented so often. Despite all objec- 
tions even if these machines were banned 
everywhere, similar to prohibition, 

whoever wanted to play these games 
would find a way to play video games if 
the craving was strong enough. 

I am neither for nor against video 

games although I feel that perhaps a new 
approach is needed. 

Suzanne Bulla 
Asheboro, N.C. 

Games becoming harmful 

I am writing you about your article 
“The (Video) Games People Play” [June 
Youth 83]. I really enjoyed the article 
covering the video games. | think that 
these games are becoming harmful and 
that everyone should become aware of 
this fact. 

The teenagers or future leaders of 
America are becoming addicts of the 

games. 
Tina Bolt 

Dallas, Ga. 

Wrong about goats 

I am writing in reference to the picture 
in the June issue of Youth 83 on page 26. 
This was a picture of three Nubian goats 
with a caption, “Goats will eat any- 

thing.” 
Wrong! They are very picky about 

what they eat. Most people think goats 
eat tin cans, paper, clothes, etc. They 

don’t. They don’t eat cans, they only chew 
on paper to get any glue or ink that might 
be on it. 

The reason | know this is my family 
raises over 200 dairy goats. Dairy goat 
owners and their goats have been 

misunderstood for years. 
Carla Coxwell 
Sylvester, Ga. 

READER BYLINE 

Climbing the Tree 
By Johannes Maree 

My name is Johannes Maree — 
so what? It didn’t mean much to 
me — other than that I was 

named after my father’s eldest 
brother — till I read the article in 
the June-July Youth 81 about 
family trees (more formally 
known as genealogy). It sounded 
quite exciting, so I decided to take 
up John Halford’s challenge and 
look up my family tree. 

Being a complete amateur, I 
decided to start at the library. 
There I came across a book about 

two Maree brothers who were 
quite colorful characters. That did 
it — I just had to find out if I was 
related to them! 

I wrote to the author, Dr. 
Lombard, with not too much hope 

of an answer. I was pleasantly 
surprised, therefore, when I 
received a most helpful answer 
from his assistant, Mr. Jooste, at 
the Human Sciences Research 
Council who invited me to come 
and do some research for myself 
at the archives in Pretoria (40 
miles from my home in Johannes- 
burg). 

When my mother and [ arrived, 
we had to see three people before 
reaching Mr. Jooste, and each one 
warned that it was a long, arduous 
task that could take months of 
painstaking research. The re- 
search material consisted of reels 
upon reels of microfilm of bap- 
tism, birth, death and marriage 

records of the Dutch Reformed 
Church. The trouble is finding 
which reels to look through 
because each church in each 
community had its own records, 

handwritten into large books and 
in no order other than date order. 
The records in just one book 
stretch hundreds of years! 

Who would think that looking 
at microfilms of ancient docu- 
ments could be so enjoyable and 
exciting? Even Mr. Jooste was 
excited — he kept coming from 
his office to where we were. He 
couldn’t believe that in such a 
short time (according to him) we 
could have found so much. This 
was because we were fortunate 
enough to hit on the right town 
(George) right away. 

So far my research has taken 
me back 10 generations, right to 
the first Maree in the country. 
My family is a direct line from 
Ignace Maree, a French Hugue- 
not who came here in 1700. 

Among my ancestors are an 
amazingly large number of Land- 
droste (magistrates). Some of the 
Marees were on the “Great Trek” 
(in South African history this is 
similar to the westward travels of 
the American pioneers). 

My name, Johannes, is the 

most important family name and 
has been handed down from eldest 
son to eldest son, except in my 
case, because I’m the second 

eldest. On one baptism record I 
came across, the baby, father, 

grandfather and two of the 
witnesses were all named Jo- 
hannes Petrus Maree! 

This has become a most enjoy- 
able and fascinating hobby for 
me. I have written to France to 
see if it is possible to pick up the 
thread there. 

Thank you, Mr. Halford, for a 

most interesting hobby! oO 

Editor’s note: The author is 
from Johannesburg, South Afri- 
ca, and is 18 years old. If you 
would like to submit an article 
for the “Reader By-line” section, 
send it to: “Reader By-line,” 

Youth 83, 300 W. Green St., 

Pasadena, Calif., 91129. 
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Beyond 
Puppy Love 
As they grow from puppyhood, these loyal and 
lovable dogs learn important skills necessary for 

the safety and well-being of their masters. 

By Joel Rissinger 

s they neared the 
street, Judith Shim- 

mel’s dog stopped 
and refused to cross. 

Valor wouldn’t budge even 

when Mrs. Shimmel turned to 
cross the other street at the 

intersection. How would she 
make it to her dentist appoint- 
ment? 

Perplexed and somewhat an- 
gry, Mrs. Shimmel stood wonder- 
ing what to do. 

Just then, a man approached, 
obviously excited and out of 
breath. “What a dog you have!” 
he exclaimed. 

The man told her that a 
construction company had dug a 
12-foot ditch around that curb. 
Had Valor obeyed her insistent 
commands, Mrs. Shimmel would 
have plummeted to the bottom 
because she couldn’t see the 
danger. Mrs. Shimmel is blind 
and Valor is a professionally 

i guide dog. 9 o is £ 3 oO
 or
 

An inseparable team 

Mrs. Shimmel is one of a few 

® thousand blind men and women 
gwho rely on guide dogs for 
& mobility. The training involved to 
=prepare both dog and man to 
2function as a team takes time, 
S patience and a lot of love. 

““She’s my friend and my eyes,” 

& says Mrs. Shimmel of her newest 
€ dog Cello. Cello, as are all guide 
3 dogs, was trained to lead the blind 
$ around obstacles. 
& The dogs are strapped into a 
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harness to walk on the master’s 
left side and slightly in front. 
When he or she comes to an 
obstacle, the dog stops while 

his master feels with his left 
foot or right arm to find the 
object. The dog will then pro- 
ceed on command if it is safe to 
do so. 

An amazing ability of a guide 
dog is his trained disobedience. 

For example, if the dog is given 
the command, “forward,” on a 

busy street corner, the dog will 
disobey if a car is coming. 
Otherwise the master is totally in 
charge, however. 

There are five basic commands 

used with most guide dogs: 
” “hop-up,” “forward,” “right,” 

“left” and “halt.” Although the 
others are self-explanatory, ‘‘hop- 

up” has three different 
meanings. 

Once the dog stops 
at an obstacle and his 
master can’t reach it, 
the dog will “hop-up” 
on command to enable 
his master to determine 

Diane Carney, 13, is raising 

this puppy named Audry to 

become a guide dog. The 

training involves exposing the 

puppy to as many social 

situations as possible, and, of 

course, a lot of love. 

what has blocked his path. This 
consists of several short steps or 
hops. The second “‘hop-up” com- 
mand is given by his master as a 
corrective signal if the dog is 
distracted and the third is an 
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The training 
involved to prepare 
both dog and man 5 

to function as a team | 

takes time, patience 
and a lot of love. 

encouragement to the guide dog 
to quicken the pace. 

Born to guide 

Potential guide dogs are chosen 
even before they are born. Their 
parents are selected and bred to 
ensure the best in quality. Even 
with this careful planning, less 
than 50 percent actually complete 
the training process. 

The best guide dogs are Ger- 
man shepherds, Labrador retriev- 
ers and golden retrievers. All of 
these dogs are strong enough, yet 
gentle enough to handle the rigors 
of guide work if properly trained. 
They also can have a pleasing 
disposition. 

Surrogate masters 

Diane Carney, 13, of the 

Cam-Hi 4-H club in Camarillo, 
Calif., will be a sad girl in a few 
months. Diane is raising a guide 
dog puppy to be trained and given 
to a visually handicapped person. 

After about 14 months with 
Audry, a 3-month-old Labrador 

puppy, Diane will return the dog 
to the training center. Diane has 

raised animals to be given away 
before, but says, “I know I'll 

probably become attached.” Love 
is developed between puppy and 
master. Even though Diane will 
feel pain when she leaves Audry 
with the trainers, she is glad that 
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her sacrifice will help someone in 
need. 

During her year with Audry, 
Diane will teach her basic obe- 
dience and care for her health. 
Extensive records will be made of 
Audry’s weight, measurements 
and growth, appetite and eating 
habits, activity level and behavior. 
Although most puppies do well, 
some are rejected during this 
stage because of temperament 
problems, poor health or even 
shyness. 

The objective in raising a guide 
dog puppy is to expose him to as 
many social situations as possible. 
Since a guide dog will be expected 
to go anywhere his master goes, 
he must be accustomed to many 
different surroundings. Some- 
times puppies are even allowed to 
go with their teenage masters to 
school. 

Rigid training standards 

At about 18 months old, a 
guide dog begins a strenuous 
six-month training and selection 
period. Trainers work with the 
dogs daily to teach them methods 
of leading people around objects 
and how to respond to different 
situations. According to Ray 
Underwood, a trainer with Guide 
Dogs for the Blind in California, 
about $8,000 worth of training 
goes into each dog (including an 
eight-year follow-up program). 
Even with this cost, the dogs are 
provided free to the blind users. 

At the end of the six-month 

training period, the trainers test 
the dogs by putting on blindfolds 
and following their pupils around 
the city streets. Even though the 
dog walks in front, the master is 
always the leader. The dog merely 
goes where he is told and walks 
around obstacles. If the trainer 
enjoys a pleasant walk without 
banging his head, stubbing his toe 
or being hit by a car, the dog 
passes. 

Training the masters 

Once the dog is trained, his new 
master must be taught how to use 
him. Usually, a four-week 
instruction period is required to 
teach the blind how to control, 

care for and, especially, follow a 
guide dog. 

During this time, master and 
dog must be carefully matched to 
one another. For example, a man 
who has a long stride couldn’t 
adjust well to a short-legged dog. 
Dogs and people are matched by 
size, job needs and disposition. 

Generally speaking, German 
shepherds aren’t the most pre- 
ferred of the three breeds of guide 
dog since they are a high energy 
animal and most people don’t 
walk far enough each 
day to give them the 
exercise they need. 
Labrador and golden 
retrievers are more 
relaxed dogs and can 
patiently sit for hours 
while their owners are 
at work. 

Most guide dogs work for eight 
years before retiring from old age 
and the demands of their job. 
These retired dogs may stay with 
their master as a pet while a new 
dog takes over the guide dog 
responsibilities. Or they may go 
back to the 4-H home they were 
raised in or another home for a 

life of ease. 

A lesson in loyalty 

“The loyalty is on both sides,” 
says Mrs. Shimmel. Both man 
and dog must adapt to each 
other’s needs to be a good team. 
As in any team, all members must 
work together to achieve a com- 
mon goal. A guide dog can’t be 
lazy or take a day off — neither 
can his master. The dog must be 
reliable and the master must care 
for and feed his animal. 

God gave man control over the 
animals and expected him to care 
for them as they served him 
(Genesis 1:26). Perhaps there is 
no finer example of the service 
provided to man by the animals 
than the guide dog with his 
loyalty, desire to please and 
protect, his faithful service and 
his love. oO 

Guide dogs are trained to follow their 

master’s commands, except when it will 

endanger the master. When it comes to 

crossing a busy street, the dog has 

several important responsibilities, such as 

checking the traffic and signaling where 

the curb edge is on both sides of the 

street. Photos this page: The guide dog 

pup must be exposed to many situations 

he might face when he is a guide dog. 
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